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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING HELD 

August 18, 2010 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Baker. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

3. ROLL CALL: 

 

 Present:   Holvik, Towne, Yoder, Hansen & Baker 
 

 Absent:      None 

 

4. Public Comment:  None 

 

5. Consider final approval of off-site improvement plans in conjunction with the Wal-

 Mart Supercenter expansion project and approval of maintenance agreements 

 between the City of Willows and Cal-Trans for specific sections of Highway 162 

 adjacent to Wal-Mart:   
 

In December of 2008, the Planning Commission adopted a Resolution approving the conditional 

use permit for the Wal-Mart project for enlarging the existing Wal-Mart by 54,404 square feet.  

As part of the approval process, conditions of approval were placed on the development.  All of 

the conditions of approval that were required prior to signature of the improvement plans for the 

development have been completed to City Staff’s satisfaction.  Pursuant to Condition 46, the 

developer is required to enter into an Improvement Agreement with the City for the public 

improvements associated with this project.  The Improvement Agreement and surety have been 

submitted and are in a format acceptable to staff. 

 

As part of the improvements associated with the project, the following dedications were 

required: 

 

A. North Airport Road (southerly portion) – The existing portion of North Airport Road 

that was constructed as part of the original Wal-Mart store was originally constructed 

as a private road.  With the establishment of a parcel for a new water tank to the north 

of the existing store, it was evident that in order to provide orderly development, the 

road would have to be dedicated to the City as a public road.  With the expansion of 

the store, the developer has provided a road easement to transfer the operation and 

maintenance of the road to the City of Willows.  Staff is recommending Council 

accepts the easement. 

 

B. North Airport Road (northerly section) – As part of the project, the developer was 

required to dedicate a parcel to Cal Water and construct a new water tank to ensure 

adequate fire flows.  The parcel was dedicated by separate deed to Cal Water.  In 

order to access the parcel and ensure that public access was provided to the Cal Water 

parcel and any future developments to the north, the developer was required to 

irrevocably offer to dedicate an easement for roadway purposes fronting the entire 

Wal-Mart parcel to the north.  An easement deed for this irrevocable offer of 

dedication has been provided.  Staff is recommending that at this time, the Council 

reject this offer of dedication due to the fact that the full road improvements will not 
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be constructed at this time across the entire length of the easement (only access to the 

tank will be provided.)  At such time any development to the north takes place and 

road improvements are proposed, the City Council can come back and accept the 

easement deed at that time since the offer of dedication is irrevocable. 

 

C. Wood Street – As part of the improvements, the developer was required to modify 

certain portions of Wood Street fronting the project.  The modifications impacted 

some of the existing public sidewalk areas and caused certain public sidewalk 

improvements to be constructed on private property.  In order to provide adequate 

public access, the developer was required to, and has submitted, easement deeds for 

public access, construction and maintenance of the new sidewalk areas.  Staff is 

recommending accepting this easement. 

 

D. Detention Pond – As part of the original Wal-Mart development, a detention pond 

was constructed to limit the amount of storm water released from this project such 

that it did not overwhelm downstream drainage facilities.  Although this was intended 

to be a private facility, over the years the Public Works staff has had to operate this 

facility to ensure proper amount of runoff were released at specific times.  With the 

proposed expansion project, the detention pond has to be expanded and the developer 

has submitted easement deeds securing access for expansion, operation and 

maintenance of the detention pond.  Because this facility impacts downstream public 

storm drain systems, staff felt it most appropriate to have the easement for operation 

of this facility dedicated to the city.  The developer has submitted this deed and staff 

is recommending acceptance of this easement.   

 

In addition to the dedications, some of the required improvements were within State 

right-of-way and some were within County-owned properties.  Accordingly, approval 

had to be obtained from these agencies for constructing the improvements.   

 

The agreements that are before the Council for approval are a Caltrans Maintenance Agreement 

and a Glenn County Maintenance Agreement.  As part of the approval process, Caltrans has 

required the City to include the newly constructed improvements (sidewalk and a median island) 

associated with this project on Wood Street to be included in the maintenance agreement the City 

currently has with Caltrans for maintenance of other portions of Wood Street.  Caltrans has 

provided the City with a maintenance agreement for these facilities.  Staff has reviewed the 

proposed agreement and is recommending that the Council authorize the Mayor to sign the 

agreement.  The Maintenance agreement must be signed prior to Caltrans issuing the 

encroachment permit.  Also as part of the approval process and in the Glenn County 

Maintenance Agreement, County Road G is required to be realigned to line up with North 

Airport Road and the overall intersection shall be signalized.  This road realignment will cause a 

new portion of Road G to be within the City Limits.  Because of complications associated with 

agreements between the County and the FAA (for monies used for the purchase and 

improvement of the airport), the portion of Road G to be realigned and fall within the City Limits 

will remain on County property and stay under the ownership of the County.  Similar to what is 

in place already, the County has requested that the City enter into an agreement to maintain the 

portion of Road G within the City Limits.  The agreement has been reviewed by staff and minor 

adjustments are needed.  Staff is asking that the City Council authorize the City Manager to 

execute this maintenance agreement once the adjustments have been made.   
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Staff is requesting that Council consider adopting a Resolution approving the Improvement 

Agreement with Wal-Mart Corporation, Accepting the Offer of Dedication for the Southerly 

Portion of North Airport Road, Rejecting the Irrevocable Offer of Dedication of the Northerly 

Portion of North Airport Road, Accepting the Dedication of Sidewalk Easements along Wood 

Street, Accepting the Dedication of the Easement for the Detention Pond at the Corner of North 

Airport Road and Wood Street, Conditionally Approving the Maintenance Agreement with 

Glenn County for a portion of Road G, and approving the Maintenance Agreement with Caltrans 

for a portion of Wood Street.  It was noted that there was an error in Section 7 of the Resolution 

and rather than authorizing the City Manager to sign the Caltrans Maintenance Agreement, it 

should authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.   

 

It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Hansen to 

approve the Resolution, with the above-noted change to Section 7 to read “authorizes the Mayor 

to sign said agreement on behalf of the City”.  The motion was unanimously passed.   

 

6. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

 only:  None 

 

7. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:39 p.m. 

 

Dated:  August 18, 2010    NATALIE BUTLER 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

  

       City Clerk 

 

 

The City of Willows is an Equal Opportunity Provider 


