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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

February 23, 2010 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Baker. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Yoder led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:   Holvik, Towne, Yoder, Hansen & Baker   
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  Mayor Baker pointed out that there was a 
typographical error on the agenda and that “Ordinances” should be number 9, rather than number 
10.  It was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Hansen to 
accept the February 23, 2010, agenda with the aforementioned change.  The motion was 
unanimously passed.   
 
5. Oral and Written Communications / Public Comment:   
 
Police Officer Kelly Meek announced that the third annual Glenn County Peace Officers and 
Firefighters Memorial will be held on May 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the First Baptist Church.   
 
6. Consent Agenda:  It was moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council 
Member Yoder to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion was passed 
unanimously and the following items were approved/adopted: 

 

a) Approval of General Check Register (21195-21335). 

b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Registers (30411-30462 & Z001197 – 
Z001271).   
 

c) Adoption of a Resolution appointing Coastland Civil Engineering as the Engineer of 
Work for the City of Willows Landscape and Lighting Assessment District and directing 
the Engineer to prepare the annual Engineer’s Report for FY 2010-2011. 

 
 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:   
 

a) U.S. Census Bureau Representative Kamara Licea gave a brief presentation to discuss 
partnership opportunities with the 2010 U.S. Census and the City of Willows.  Following her 
presentation, Mayor Baker presented Ms. Licea with a “2010 Census Partner Proclamation” 
confirming that the City Council of the City of Willows is committed to partnering with the 
U.S. Census Bureau to help ensure a full and accurate count in 2010.   
 
b) Police Sergeant Jason Dahl presented the “Police Officer of the Year” award to Detective 
Troy McIntyre, the “VIP of the Year” award to Pat Millen and the “Explorer of the Year” 
award to Phillip Valdespino.   
 

8.  Public Hearings:  None. 
 
9. Ordinances:   None.   

 



 

 2 

10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:  None 
 

11. New Business:   
 
a) Consider adoption of a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a Public Agency MOU 
 between the County of Glenn, City of Orland and the City of Willows to fund a joint 
 Centralized dispatch feasibility study. 
 

City Manager Steve Holsinger stated that for the past 15 years there has been an increased 
interest and a desire for Centralized Dispatch within the County.  As such representatives of 
Willows, Orland, Glenn County and Special Fire Districts within the unincorporated areas of the 
county have been meeting to discuss the feasibility of a jointly-funded and collaboratively 
managed Centralized Dispatch Service Center for all Emergency Services Dispatch needs.  
These deliberations have finally been concluded by the agencies agreeing to support the 
provisions set forth in the Memorandum of Understanding that is being presented before the 
Council for consideration of approval at tonight’s meeting.  The agencies solicited a Request for 
Bid (RFB) to “Develop a Centralized Dispatch Implementation Plan” during the spring of 2009.  
The successful bidder was identified as Matrix Consulting Group.   
 
The terms of the agreement being put before the Council for consideration would become 
effective immediately upon its adoption by all Legislative Boards of the Cities of Willows and 
Orland and the County of Glenn and shall continue through June 30, 2012, and will 
automatically be renewed each year for one additional fiscal year term thereafter, unless any 
party gives notice of termination to the other parties at least one hundred twenty (120) days prior 
to the annual renewal date of July 1.  Funding for this project, including the scope of work 
identified in the RFB, shall be shared equally between all agencies, however limited to a “not-to-
exceed” maximum of forty-seven thousand, one-hundred dollars ($47,100).  As outlined in the 
MOU, the City of Willows shall pay the County an amount equal to one-third (1/3) of the 
maximum cost ($15,700) upon execution of the Phase 1 Agreement with Matrix consulting 
Group.  The County of Glenn shall also pay $15,700 to Matrix Consulting Group upon a 
mutually acceptable payment schedule, however, not later than commencement of the Phase II 
Agreement.  The City of Orland shall also pay the County $15,700 not later than August 1, 2011, 
or upon execution of the Phase III Agreement with Matrix Consulting Group, whichever occurs 
last.  Payments are conditioned upon ratification of the agreement as indicated by all of the 
signatures of each agency representative on the MOU.   
 
The City Manager concluded his comments and Mayor Baker opened up the item for Council 
discussion.  Rather lengthy discussion ensued and there was some concern raised over the initial 
funding of the project and it was suggested that the city has no mechanism for reimbursement if 
one of the other agencies decided not to follow through with their portion of the funding.  It was 
suggested that each agency pay $5000 at phases one, two and three.  The City Manager 
countered, stating that the city does have legal recourse through the courts if an agency drops 
out.  Further, if the MOU is altered at this point, it is likely that it would not move forward.  The 
method of funding in the MOU was based on each City’s and the County’s current, as well as 
projected, budgets and financial situations.  The City of Orland has agreed to enter into the MOU 
if the City of Willows also agrees, however they have indicated that they can not put up any 
money initially, therefore, this was why the MOU was written in such a way as to work with the 
various agencies’ financial circumstances.   
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Despite Council’s concern over funding, it was clearly the belief of a majority of the Council that 
the current system that is utilized for dispatching is antiquated, has built-in delays and can be 
dangerous for the public, as well as Public Safety personnel.  They believe that moving toward a 
Centralized Dispatch Service Center would be most beneficial to the citizens throughout the 
entire County in order to most effectively and efficiently ensure their safety, as well as the safety 
of Fire and Police personnel.  The Council agreed that after fifteen years of discussions with the 
various agencies, it is finally time to take some action on this item.  Police Sergeant Jason Dahl 
added that he believes that the Council agreeing to put up the money for the study would be a 
very good investment and he stated that Police Chief Spears and Fire Chief Peabody also back 
the idea of a Centralized Dispatch Service Center.  Angie Dahl, of the audience, concurred, 
stating that she held a Dispatcher position with Glenn County for six years and she knows from 
personal experience that the current dispatch system is antiquated and there are dangerous delays 
in call transfers.  She stated that every second counts and she believes the City should take the 
risk and make this investment because it is better to pay the money now than to wait for an 
incident to occur which may invite or provoke a lawsuit against the City.  Jeff Williams, of the 
audience, asked what the funding source would be if the Council were to approve the MOU.  
Finance Director Sailsbery stated that it would be funded out of the Community Discretionary 
Fund (Fund 330) and no money would be utilized from the General Fund.  Once discussions 
ceased, it was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Hansen to 
approve a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Willows authorizing the Mayor to sign a 
Public Agency Memorandum of Understanding between the County of Glenn, the City of Orland 
and the City of Willows to fund a joint Centralized Dispatch Feasibility Study.  A roll call vote 
was taken with all Ayes from the Council.  The motion was unanimously passed. 
 

b) Confirm time and date of next Special Budget Meeting. 
 

The Council confirmed that the next Special Budget Meeting will be held on Monday, March 22, 
at 2:00 p.m. 
 
12. Council Member Reports:   

Council Member Holvik reported that he attended the recent Glenn County Waste Management 
Regional Agency meeting.   
 
Council Member Yoder reported that the last Transit & Transportation meeting was cancelled. 
 

Mayor Baker reported that the Glenn County Resource Conservation District (RCD) will soon be 
announcing a “Glenn County Certified Farmers’ Market Season” which will run from June 
through September and will rotate monthly between the cities of Willows and Orland.  The 
market will be held each Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The City Manager added that 
Representatives from RCD have expressed a desire to make a formal presentation of the program 
to the Council at the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting on March 9.   

13.  Executive Session:  None   
 

14.  Adjournment:   The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
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Dated:  February 23, 2010    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


