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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

October 13, 2009 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Towne. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Hansen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:   Baker, Holvik, Hansen, Yoder & Towne 
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  It was moved by Council Member Yoder and 
seconded by Council Member Baker to accept the October 13, 2009, agenda as presented.  The 
motion was unanimously passed. 
 
5. Oral and Written Communications / Public Comment:   

 
Ms. Rose Marie Thrailkill, citizen of Willows, gave an update on past and upcoming 
Community, Chamber of Commerce, and GWIL activities, events and fundraisers. 
 
Gloria Irwin, Executive Director of Westside Domestic Violence Shelter, addressed the 
Council and passed out some informational pamphlets outlining this program and presenting 
domestic violence statistics.  She is requesting that the Council consider donating the city-
owned property located at 145 N. Lassen Street to be used as a domestic violence shelter.  
She explained that currently there is a domestic violence shelter in Orland, but Willows does 
not have one and she would like to the see the program expand its services to the Willows 
area.   
 

6. Consent Agenda:  Prior to acting on the Consent Agenda, Mayor Towne stated that he 
did not attend the meeting of September 9, therefore he will be abstaining on the vote for this 
item.  It was then moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Hansen 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion passed with 4 Ayes and Mayor Towne 
Abstaining and the following items were approved/adopted: 

 

a) Approval of General Check Register (20642-20799). 

b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Registers (30221-30258 & Z00810-
 Z00888). 
 

c) Approval of Minutes of the City Council September 8, 2009, Regular Meeting. 
 

d) Approval of the City of Willows Statement of Investment Policy. 
 

e) Approval of Treasurer’s Report Schedule of Cash & Investments as of June 30, 2009. 
 

f) Adoption of a Resolution awarding the bid for the Sidewalk Replacement Project to 
Robert J. Frank Construction in the amount of $39,000, with an overall budget of $42,550 
to be established for the project, and authorize the City Manager to sign the contract on 
behalf of the City.   

 
 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:   
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a) Police Chief Spears presented a Commendation award to Joshua Hurlburt for his actions 
in assisting residents of a home evacuate safely when their home caught on fire on 
September 3, 2009.   

 
b) Library Director Sandie Hobbs read a Proclamation declaring October 19 – October 25, 

2009, “National Friends of the Library Week”.  Brian Ramos accepted the Proclamation 
on behalf of the Friends of the Library. 

 
c) Library Director Sandie Hobbs presented Certificates of Appreciation to Ron Anderson, 

Jackie Click, Deana Floyd, Brian & Jennifer Galway & Family, John & Leslie Horning, 
Andrzej Kubak, Thelma Mitchell, Brian Ramos, Jeannie Reeder, Laura Schauer, Nicholle 
Whitaker, Keith & Lauren Carly, Adele Foley, Margaret Glass (Posthumously), Dawn 
George, Catherine Hanes, Lisa Kennedy, Lynn Soeth, Rose Marie Thrailkill and Peter 
Towne for their volunteer service to the Willows Library, the Friends of the Library book 
sales and for their assistance with the recent Library re-design project.   

 

8. Ordinances:  None. 
 

9.  Public Hearings:   
 

a) Supplemental Law Enforcement Service Funds proposed allocation for 2009/10: 
 

Mayor Towne opened the Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m.  Police Chief Spears briefly presented the 
staff report stating that the City is the recipient of $100,000 from the State for the SLESF Grant 
and that Council must conduct a public hearing and approve an allocation for the use of such 
funds to accept the grant..  This year’s proposal which was originally presented as part of the 
budget hearings, provides for the full cost of the Community Services Officer position ($63K) 
and the majority of the cost of maintaining the School Resource Officer position ($32.1K) 
(supplemented by $25K from Willows Unified School District).  Additionally $4.9K will be 
utilized on supplemental materials and training for the SRO as well as overtime.  Chief Spears is 
asking for Council to approve the allocations for the use of such funds to accept the grant.  Brief 
discussion occurred among the Council and the Mayor subsequently closed the Public Hearing at 
7:37 p.m.  It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member 
Baker to approve the allocation for 2009/2010 Supplemental Law Enforcement Funds.  The 
motion was unanimously passed.   
 

b) Renewal of SRO Memorandum of Understanding with Willows Unified School District: 
 

Mayor Towne stated that although this item is not a Public Hearing, it is being heard at this time 
because it is directly related to the previous item.  This item is to ask for Council’s approval to 
authorize the Police Chief to sign the School Resources Officer Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Willows Unified School District, with the School District contributing $25,000 toward 
the S.R.O. position.  Council Member Baker asked Chief Spears if he had any insurance that 
Willows Unified School district had the funding for this.  Chief Spears stated that WUSD has 
School Security money that they use to fund the S.R.O. and that this memorandum will run 
through the 2009/10 school year which ends in June of 2010.  The M.O.U. is renewed on an 
annual basis and funds are secure through the remainder of this school year.  It was then moved 
by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council Member Yoder to approve the 
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Memorandum of Understanding with the Willows Unified School district and to authorize the 
Police Chief to sign the MOU on behalf of the City.  The motion was unanimously passed. 
 
10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:   
 
Chief Spears informed the Council that all of the JAG Grant items, including the new repeaters 
and all associated hardware, have been purchased. 
 
The City Manager informed the Council that the next joint Cities & County meeting is scheduled 
to occur on October 22, however, the city has recently been contacted by the County’s Assistant 
CAO Sandy Soeth, who has indicated that there are some conflicts on that date with the Orland 
City Council Members and the County Supervisors and she wanted to know if the City Council 
would be agreeable to postpone the joint meeting until after the new year.  It was the consensus 
of the Council to postpone the meeting due to the conflicts.   
 
11. New Business:   
 

a) Consider adoption of a Resolution authorizing a specific adjustment to the City Holiday 
 Schedule and directing the closure of City Hall for one week between Christmas and New 
 Years Day: 

 
The City Manager presented this item to the Council explaining that currently City Hall is open 
Monday through Thursday from 7:30 – 5:30 daily and closed on Fridays due to adjusted work 
schedules in conjunction with a voluntary wage concession made by some employees in order to 
pass the 2009/10 budget.  Closing every Friday will require some adjustment to the upcoming 
Holiday schedules.  Specifically the day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day all occur on Fridays this year.  Traditionally when a Holiday falls on a weekend we would 
simply move the Holiday forward or backward to the preceding Friday or following Monday.  
However, in this case, doing so would severely complicate the schedules and most importantly, 
adversely limit public service availability at City Hall.  The result would be three straight weeks 
of City hall being open only three days per week.  As a solution, staff is suggesting that the 
Council allow the November 27 Holiday to move to December 28, move December 24 & 25 to 
December 29 & 30 and adjust the New Years Day holiday back to December 31, thereby 
allowing closure of City Hall for business during the week between Christmas & New Years and 
re-opening for regular business on Monday, January 4.  Historically, this is generally a very slow 
week at City Hall and therefore should have a very minimal impact on services provided to the 
public and Staff is asking that the Council adopt a Resolution authorizing a specific adjustment 
to the City Holiday Schedule during Fiscal Year 2009/2010.  Brief Council discussion ensued 
and all Council Members agreed that the one week closure would have less of a community 
impact on services than working three weeks in a row for three days per week.  It was then 
moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Yoder to adopt a 
Resolution authorizing closure of City Hall for one business week between Christmas and New 
Year’s Day.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
 

b) Consider approval of the proposed schedule and procedures for appointment of two 
individual to fill the two expiring terms of Amy Alves and Larry Domenighini on the 
Planning Commission and select two Council Members to serve as a Selection 
Committee: 
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The City Council reviewed the proposed schedule presented for their consideration to recruit for 
two individuals to fill the expiring terms of Amy Alves and Larry Domenighini on the Planning 
Commission.  It was the consensus of the Council to approve the schedule and procedures as 
presented.  Mayor Towne then asked for two volunteers to act as a Selection Committee to 
review applications and conduct interviews and come back before the City Council with their 
recommendations for appointments at the December 8, 2009, City Council meeting.  Council 
Members Baker and Holvik both volunteered and they were appointed by the Mayor to serve on 
the Committee.   
 
12. Council Member Reports:   

Council Members Hansen and Yoder gave updates on their recent P.A.L. meetings with the 
Police Chief and the Recreation Director and also on their Law Enforcement Committee 
Meetings with the Police Chief, stating that they were very productive meetings.   

Council Member Hansen stated that he would like to thank the Public Works Department for 
their quick clean-up of the mess left by today’s wind and rain storm. 

Council Member Baker mirrored Council Member Hansen’s statement saying that the Public 
Works Department has done a good job with cleaning up the City.  She also reported on last 
Saturday’s Scarecrow Contest stating that there was a much better turn out than last year and she 
thought that Memorial Park was a much better location to hold the contest, as opposed to S.P. 
park where the contest was held last year.  All in all, she thought the event went very well and 
was well attended.   

Council Member Holvik inquired about the status of the Slurry Seal project currently underway.  
The City Manager stated that due to the rain, the project will need to be delayed for a few days 
but the Contractor will update the signs on the barricades with the new dates that the slurry seal 
will be taking place on each street where work is to be performed.   

13.  Executive Session:  None   
 

14.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 

 
 
Dated:  October 13, 2009    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


