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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

January 27, 2009 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Towne. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Baker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:    Baker, Holvik, Yoder, Hansen & Towne 
 Absent:     None 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  There were no recommended changes to the agenda by 
Council or Staff and it was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council 
Member Hansen to accept the January 27, 2009, agenda as presented.  The motion was 
unanimously passed. 
 
5. Oral and Written Communications:  None 

 
6. Consent Agenda:  It was moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council 

Member Yoder to approve the Consent agenda as presented.  The motion was passed 
with the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Holvik, Yoder, Hansen & Towne 
 Noes:  None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstain: Baker (due to absence at the January 13, 2009, Council Meeting) 
 
The following items were approved/adopted: 
 

a) Approval of General Check Register (19590-19668). 
b) Approval of Payroll Check Register (29788-29812). 
c) Approval of the January 13, 2009, City Council Meeting Minutes. 
 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:  None 
 

8. Ordinances: None 

9. Public Hearings:  None 
 
10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:   
 

a) Council Member Holvik inquired about the status of the City’s possible creation of an 
Ordinance to regulate the placement of cargo and storage containers in the City.  He 
stated that he remembers that City staff proposed an Ordinance early last year and the 
Ordinance was not adopted at second reading, and he was asking for an update on 
whether any revisions have been made to the previously proposed Ordinance.  City 
Manager Steve Holsinger stated that at the last Joint City Council and Planning 
Commission Meeting held in April of 2008, this item was discussed and staff had been 
directed to make some revisions to the originally proposed Ordinance in order to make 
the Ordinance less restrictive than initially proposed, however, there was no specific 
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direction given as to what particular portion(s) of the Ordinance should be revised.  
Additionally, during that same Joint Meeting, staff was also directed to revise the Sign 
Ordinance which, at the time, was deemed a higher priority than the Storage Container 
Ordinance.  Since that time, a revised Sign Ordinance has been drafted and has gone to 
the City Attorney for review.  The draft revised Ordinance will likely go before the 
Planning Commission for review in February or March.  The City Manager stated that 
staff will now concentrate on revising the Storage Container Ordinance and make this 
one of their top priorities.   

 
 Council Member Holvik also mentioned that he has heard several complaints from 

citizens regarding a property located on the 400 block of North Shasta Street.  The 
property in question has a storage container in the driveway, various nuisances scattered 
about and severely deteriorating conditions and he asked that the City’s Code 
Enforcement look into this.  Fire Chief Wayne Peabody stated that CSO Cano, Fire 
Captain Sites and himself have already been in contact with the property owner and are 
currently working with the property owner in order to get voluntary compliance to self-
abate the nuisances to allow for defensible space around the property.  If the property 
owner fails to comply with cleaning up the nuisances, staff may have to take further 
action and abate the property at the property owner’s expense.   

 
11. New Business:   
 
Consider adopting a Resolution approving the use of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Microenterprise grant funds: 
 
The City Manager introduced Jeff Lucas, President of Community Development Services, to 
present the Staff Report to the Council.  Mr. Lucas stated that on January 8, 2008, the City of 
Willows approved a Resolution allowing the expansion of the Glenn County Microenterprise 
Program service area to include the City of Willows.  The program is funded by Community 
Development Block Grants and provides technical assistance to help micro businesses.  The 
program services are offered throughout Glenn County.  The County has just been approved for a 
second grant to continue these services and Mr. Lucas is requesting that the Council considers 
approving a Resolution to expand the Microenterprise Program services to the City of Willows 
once again in order to continue to help micro businesses by using funds from the second 
Community Development Block Grant for that purpose.  Council discussion ensued and there 
were questions regarding qualification guidelines, what types of businesses are eligible for the 
program, how many businesses have been successful using the program, and how much money 
would be available.  Mr. Lucas addressed their questions and provided the Council with an 
overview of the program and services in greater detail.  Once discussions ceased, it was moved 
by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Holvik to adopt a Resolution of 
the City Council of the City of Willows approving the use of CDBG Microenterprise Grant 
Funds to provide technical assistance to microenterprise business owners within the City of 
Willows.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
 

b. Consider adopting a Resolution approving the use of Downtown Façade Improvement 
Funds for the project at Identite’ Salon authorizing commitment of 50% of project costs: 

Prior to this item being presented to the Council, the City Manager suggested that pursuant to a 
recommendation by the FPPC, Council Members Baker and Yoder may want to consider 
recusing themselves from discussion and action on this item due to a potential conflict existing 
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because both Council Members operate businesses within the district in which this facade 
improvement project would be occurring.  With that Council Members Baker and Yoder recused 
themselves from the item and vacated the Council Chambers.  City Planner Karen Mantele 
presented the item to the Council stating that in June of 2008 the Council adopted a Resolution 
which provided Façade Improvement funding assistance to property and business owners in the 
Central Commercial Zoning District.  This Resolution and funding will implement a community 
goal of the 2000 Community Vision and Action Plan which was to establish a Downtown Façade 
Improvement Program to support downtown revitalization efforts.  Implementing the program 
had been stalled for lack of seed funding, however, as part of the Wal-Mart project conditions of 
approval, funds were committed and deposited with the City to which a portion has been set 
aside for this program.   

Identite’ Salon made a request to the City for Façade Improvement Program funds through a 
Design Review application in order to construct a new awning to be located on the existing 
commercial building which houses Identite Salon located within the Central Commercial zoning 
district.  Awnings are one of the eligible items listed under this program.  The Design Review 
was heard and approved by the Planning Commission on January 7, 2009, subject to the Council 
approving the use of Façade Improvement Program funds for half of the project costs.  If 
approved, the City’s cost would be $2419.73 (50% of the total project cost).  With that, brief 
Council discussion ensued and the Council thanked the applicant, Jessica Sandoval, for utilizing 
the facade program and for her desire to improve the appearance of the downtown district.  It 
was then moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council Member Holvik to adopt 
a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Willows approving the use of Downtown Façade 
Improvement funds for Identite’ Salon in order to construct a new awning to be attached to an 
existing commercial building located at 134 S. Butte Street, APN 003-051-003.  The motion 
passed with the following vote:   

Ayes:  Holvik, Hansen & Towne;  Noes:  None;  Absent:  None  Abstain:  Baker and Yoder.   

c. Consider approval to allow the City of Willows to solicit Proposals for a City-wide Radio 
Maintenance Contract: 

Fire Chief Wayne Peabody presented this item to the Council explaining that in 2007 the City 
was awarded an Assistance to Firefighters Grant for communications equipment.  The factory 
warranty for the equipment that was purchased will be running out at the end of April, 2009.  
Currently the City only has a contract for radio service with Day Wireless for the Police 
Department, which can be terminated with thirty day’s notice.  The Fire and Public Works 
Departments are on an “as-needed” or emergency basis and currently have no contract for 
services.  Chief Peabody is proposing the Council allow him to advertise a Request for Proposal 
for City-wide Radio Maintenance that would cover the Police, Public Works and Fire 
Departments under one contract.  Currently city-wide the City has one radio tower, two 
repeaters, six base stations, one dispatch console, thirty mobiles, eighty two portables and fifteen 
pagers.  The Fire and Police department are also serviced by two additional repeater sites – Red 
Mountain and Nedham Grade, however these sites would not be included in the RFP due to an 
existing maintenance agreement with Glenn County Sheriff’s Office and the Glenn County Fire 
Chiefs.  With that, Chief Peabody stated he would be happy to answer any questions and brief 
Council and Staff discussion ensued.  Once discussions ceased, it was moved by Council 
Member Hansen and seconded by Council Member Yoder to Approve the Request for Proposal 
specifications and time lines for a City-Wide radio maintenance contract and to allow staff to 
advertise for these services.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
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12. Council Member Reports:   

Council Member Baker attended the recent Boys Basketball tournament put on by the Recreation 
Department and stated that it was exciting and very well organized.  She also attended the most 
recent Tri-Counties EDC Meeting and stated that they are changing their curriculum somewhat 
in order to offer more assistance to small and new businesses. 

Council Member Hansen stated that he recently attended the New Mayors and Council Members 
Academy in Sacramento, along with Council Member Yoder and the City Clerk and found it to 
be very informative.  He also attended a recent ribbon cutting ceremony at the Sacramento 
Wildlife Refuge along with Mayor Towne and said it was an enjoyable event. 

Council Member Yoder stated that he too found the New Mayors and Council Members 
Academy to be very informative.  He also stated that he attended the most recent Transit and 
Transportation Meeting, along with Council Member Hansen. 

Mayor Towne stated that he had a very nice time at the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Wildlife 
Refuge and the event was very interesting and well attended.  He also stated that he attended a 
ceremony at Johns Manville this afternoon with Council Member Holvik to honor their 
achievement of receiving a Cal OSHA Voluntary Protection Program Star award. 

Council Member Holvik, expanding on Mayor Towne’s comments, explained that some years 
ago Johns Manville began an effort to become Cal OSHA Star Certified.  Star status is the 
highest achievement level in the Cal OSHA program and out of 7 million work facilities in the 
United States, fewer than 1800 have earned this status, and only 72 facilities in California have 
earned it out of a total of 1.2 million businesses.  The ceremony was held in order to recognize 
and honor them for this rare and prestigious achievement.  Council Member Holvik also gave 
staff a heads-up that at the second meeting in February he will be asking for an update on the 
status of the abatement procedures underway on the 400 block of North Shasta Street that he had 
inquired about earlier in the meeting.   

 
13.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

Dated: January 27, 2009    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


