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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD February 22, 2011 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Hansen. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Police Chief Spears led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 

 Present:   Yoder, Cobb, Hobbs, Holvik & Hansen 
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review:   
 

a) It was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Cobb to 
accept the City Council February 22, 2011, Agenda as presented.  The motion 
unanimously passed.     

 
5. Presentations & Proclamations:   
 

John Dobson, Skyler Lipski and Brian Davis of Southwest Water Company (the City’s 
Wastewater Treatment Contract Operating Company) gave an overview of City Wastewater 
Treatment operations and then presented the City Council with the “Waste Water Treatment 
Plant of the Year” award.  This is the second consecutive year that the City of Willows has 
earned this award.   
 
Police Chief Spears presented Commendation Awards to Glenn County Sheriff’s Dispatcher 
Jaime Hobbs and Willows Police Department Detective Troy McIntyre.  Chief Spears then 
presented awards for “Explorer of the Year” to Gabriela Robles, “VIP of the Year” to Linda 
Corbin, and “Officer of the Year” to Sergeant Jason Dahl.   
 
6. Oral and Written Communications/Public Comment:  None 
 
7. Consent Agenda:   

 
It was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Holvik that the 
Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  Rose Marie Thrailkill, present in the audience, had a 
question about item 8 (e) on the agenda which dealt with an Appropriation and Transfer request 
from the General Fund for Weed Abatement costs in the amount of $65,000.  Finance Director 
Tim Sailsbery addressed Ms. Thrailkill’s question.  With a motion and a second on the floor, 
Mayor Hansen asked for a vote.  All ayes and the motion unanimously passed and the following 
items were approved/adopted:   
 

a) Approval of General Check Register (22768-22795). 

b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Registers (Z02294-Z02333 & 31095-
31117). 

 

c) Approval of the February 8, 2011, City Council Meeting Minutes. 
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d) Approval of the February 14, 2011, Minutes of the City Council’s Special Mid-Year 
Budget Review Meeting.   

 

e) Approval of Appropriation and Transfers of $84,000 from the General Fund, $22,000 
from the Sewer Enterprise Fund and $37,650 from the Redevelopment Agency Fund. 

 

f) Approval of the City of Willows Treasurer’s Report Schedule of Cash and Investments as 
of December 31, 2010.   

 
8. Public Hearings:   
 

a) Public Hearing to solicit public comment and consider passage of first reading by title 
only of an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WILLOWS REPEALING SECTION(S) 8.05.130 – 8.05.180 AND AMENDING ARTICLE 
III, SECTION 8.05.120 OF TITLE 8; HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE WILLOWS 
MUNICIPAL CODE, AND ESTABLISHING AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE ARTICLE 2 
ENTITLED "ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES " OF CHAPTER 13 ENTITLED "WEED AND 
RUBBISH ABATEMENT" OF TITLE IV DIVISION 3, PART 2, OF THE GOVERNMENT 
CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA”            

 

The City Manager presented this item explaining that this past December, the Council appointed 
a subcommittee to commence review of the City’s weed abatement process and to recommend 
appropriate changes and/or revisions to the process to the Council prior to the commencement of 
the 2011 annual weed abatement season.  The subcommittee recently met to address two key 
components of the weed abatement process; the Willows Municipal Code sections defining the 
Weed Abatement Process and the contract utilized during past weed abatement processes.  Prior 
to the meeting, the City Attorney reviewed the current Municipal Code sections relative to weed 
abatement, the code’s specific compliance with State Statutes relative to weed abatement, and a 
specific circumstance involving change of property ownership by a bona fide purchaser prior to 
the lien attachment assessed during the 2010 weed abatement process.  As a result of the review, 
the City Attorney recommended revisions to the Municipal Cod Sections 8.05.120 et seq. and 
Chapter 8.10.  Further, a specific recommendation was made to adopt an Ordinance similar to the 
reference identified in the City of Chico’s Municipal Code.  The subcommittee then directed 
staff to make immediate revisions to the Willows Municipal Code Sections 8.05, Article III 
“Weeds and Rubbish Removal”.  The City Manager then added that the subcommittee met 
earlier this afternoon and there was a recommendation to make a minor text amendment to the 
Ordinance being presented tonight - such amendment being to modify Section 1 by removing the 
words “growing upon or existing in front of properties”.  With that, the City Manager stated that 
the Ordinance is being introduced for first reading and he is recommending that the Mayor 
conduct the Public Hearing and upon closure, consider passage of first reading by title only, with 
the aforementioned text amendment to the Ordinance.   

 
Mayor Hansen opened the Public Hearing at 7:34 p.m.  Doug Ross, citizen of Willows and 
Reporter for the Sacramento Valley Mirror was the only person to speak during the Public 
Hearing and Mayor Hansen then closed the Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m.   

 
It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Yoder that the 
Ordinance next in line be read by title only.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Yoder that the 
Ordinance next in line entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WILLOWS REPEALING SECTION(S) 8.05.130 – 8.05.180 AND AMENDING ARTICLE III, 
SECTION 8.05.120 OF TITLE 8; HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE WILLOWS MUNICIPAL CODE, 
AND ESTABLISHING AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE ARTICLE 2 ENTITLED "ALTERNATIVE 
PROCEDURES " OF CHAPTER 13 ENTITLED "WEED AND RUBBISH ABATEMENT" OF TITLE IV 
DIVISION 3, PART 2, OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA” pass first 
reading.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
9. Ordinances:  Action taken under item 8 (a). 
 

10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only (Including Economic Development Updates, if any):   
 
The Council set March 30 at 10:00 a.m. as the date and time for the first Special Budget Meeting 
to take place in order to begin discussions on the 2011/2012 Budget.   
 
11. New Business:  None. 
 
12. Council Member Reports:   

 
Council Member Yoder stated that he and Mayor Hansen recently attended the Transit and 
Transportation Committee Meeting and because they are running a budget deficit, the Committee 
opted to suspend the operations of the City Circulator busses in both the Cities of Orland and 
Willows effective March 1.  If funding should become available in the future, they may start up 
the City Circulators once again.   
 
Mayor Hansen reported that he attended the Regional Solid Waste Management meeting on 
February 16 and it was learned that due to all of the new State Regulations in place, it will cost 
approximately $10M to operate through May 1, 2014 for the closure of “Phase A” at the landfill. 
 
13. Executive Session:  None 
 
14. Adjournment:  Mayor Hansen adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 

Dated:  February 22, 2011    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 
 
 

The City of Willows is an Equal Opportunity Provider 


