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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

March 10, 2009 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Towne. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Yoder led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:   Baker, Holvik, Yoder, Hansen & Towne 
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  It was moved by Council Member Yoder and 
seconded by Council Member Baker to accept the March 10, 2009, agenda as presented.  The 
motion was unanimously passed. 
 
5. Oral and Written Communications:   

a) Police Officer Kelly Meek read a letter to the Council as follows: 
 
“My name is Kelly Meek and I am a Police Officer for the City of Willows.  I am also the 
President of the Willows Public Safety Association.  WPSA represents employees of the 
Willows Fire Department and Willows Police Department.  I am before you tonight in the 
capacity of the WPSA President.  We at the WPSA are fully aware of the recession and 
hardships caused to all municipal governments, including the City of Willows.  I have been 
charged by the WPSA to bring our Association’s message to you this evening.  We, as a 
union, would like to be part of the solution to help the City through this economic 
uncertainty.  To that end, our union is in the process of putting together a comprehensive 
proposal to assist the City in this matter.  This proposal shall be presented to the City 
Manager Steve Holsinger in the near future.  Please be aware that we, the Willows Public 
Safety Association, are committed in assisting the City in this fiscal crisis.  We, as 
responsible City employees and Citizens of Willows, do not want the City to deplete all of its 
reserves.  We are committed to help bring about a solution to this crisis.  This is no different 
than those situations and incidents we face on a daily basis in the protection of lives and 
property.  The security and safety of our Citizens is a paramount responsibility of 
government.  We have dedicated ourselves to this and we believe that a reduction in 
emergency or essential personnel and services would impair the quality of life, security, and 
safety enjoyed by all of us in Willows.  As previously stated, we are ready and willing to 
work with the City to find a solution.  I wish to thank you for your time and attention and I 
am available to answer any questions.” 
 
Mayor Towne thanked Officer Meek for her comments.   

 
6. Consent Agenda:  It was moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council 
Member Yoder to approve the Consent agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously 
passed and the following items were approved/adopted: 
 

a) Approval of General Check Register (19780-19851). 
b) Approval of Payroll Check Register (29865-29917). 
c) Approval of the February 6, 2009, City Council Special Mid-Year Budget Workshop 
 Minutes. 
d) Approval of the February 24, 2009, Regular City Council Meeting Minutes. 
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e) Reject all bids received for a City-Wide Radio Maintenance Contract. 
f) Adoption of a Resolution appointing Coastland Civil Engineering as the Engineer of 

Record for the City of Willows Landscape and Lighting Assessment District and direct 
the Engineer to prepare the annual Engineer’s Report for FY 2009/2010. 

g) Adoption of a Resolution approving use of public resources to implement the Migratory 
Bird Mitigation and Harassment efforts and provide authorization for City Staff and other 
resources to be utilized on Private Property throughout the harassment campaign. 

 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:   

a) The City Clerk administered the Official Oath of Office to newly appointed Planning 
 Commissioner Amy Alves. 
 

8. Ordinances: None 

9. Public Hearings:  None 
 
10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:  None 
 
11. New Business:   
 
a) Consider approval of a Resolution awarding a construction contract for the Gateway 
 Monument Sign Project to Robert J. Frank Construction Inc.: 
 
The City Manager presented this item to the Council explaining that the Gateway Monument 
Sign Project has been ongoing for quite some time and the City was late in obtaining approval 
from CalTrans to move forward.  In December the City was nearly out of time and requested and 
was granted approval for a six-month extension from CalTrans in order to have construction 
completed before the end of this fiscal year.  The City originally went out to bid for the project in 
January.  Subsequently, in a review of the bid documents by CalTrans, it was discovered that 
there were some irregularities in the language making the bids unacceptable.  The City Council 
then rejected all bids and Staff went out to bid once again.  Bids were received and opened on 
March 3, with three bids having been received.  The lowest bid was submitted by Robert J Frank 
Construction Inc. for $43,380, which was actually a $12,020.00 reduction in the bid received by 
the low-bidder during the first bid process.  The City Manager then asked Council’s 
consideration in awarding the bid.  It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded 

by Council Member Yoder to approve the Resolution awarding a contract for the Gateway 
Monument Sign Project to Robert J. Frank Construction in the amount of $43,380, and that an 
overall budget of $56,718 be established for the project.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
 
 

b) Consider award of bid to provide Property Management Services for two City-Owned 
 rental properties: 

The City Manager explained that at the mid-year budget review workshop on February 6, the 
Council directed staff to seek quotes for property management services in order to rent the City-
owned properties located at 139 & 145 North Lassen Street.  Since that time, staff has prepared 
an RFP for Property Management Services, noticed the RFP in the Sacramento Valley Mirror on 
February 14 and February 21, and the bids were opened at 4:00 p.m. on March 6, 2009.  One bid 
was received from Titus Properties.  Subsequently, on March 9, Titus Properties notified the City 
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that they were withdrawing the bid, stating that they are at capacity of their rental department 
due to taking on a majority of properties from other property management firms which have 
recently either gone out of business or down-sized staff and their number of rentals.  The City 
Manager was seeking Council direction on how to move forward at this point.  Council 
discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Council that they do not wish to go beyond the 
City of Willows to seek these services and they directed staff to contact the sole bidder, Titus 
Properties, and make them aware that the City still has several more months worth of work to 
perform to these properties before they will even achieve a “rentable” status.  Therefore, the City 
is not in immediate need of their services, however, perhaps Titus Realty could take on the 
property management of the two properties once they are ready to rent.   

12. Council Member Reports:   

Council Member Hansen and Mayor Towne both stated that they recently attended the Grand 
Opening of the Masonic building downtown and that the building’s restoration is very 
impressive.  They stated that there is a ball-room/banquet room which is available for rent to 
cater to large celebrations and events.  The City Manager indicated that he recently had a 
conversation with the owners of the building, Zach and Nichole Plottel, about the possibility of a 
CDBG application for ADA compliance issues such as the installation of an elevator.  

Mayor Towne reminded everybody about the Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting celebration on 
Saturday March 14.   

The meeting adjourned into Executive Session at 7:24 p.m. 

13.  Executive Session:  Pursuant to California Government Code § 54950 et seq., the City 
Council will hold a Closed Session.  More specific information regarding this closed session 
is indicated below: 

 
a) INITIATED LITIGATION – Pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9 (a) 
 (One Case) 
 Case Number: Glenn County Superior Court #09CV00683 
 Plaintiffs:  Tim Crews dba The Sacramento Valley Mirror 
 Defendants: The City of Willows; and Natalie Butler 
 Subject:  Alleged California Public Records Act Violations 
 
b) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR – Pursuant to Government Code § 54957.6 
 
 Agency Negotiators(s):  City Manager Steve Holsinger 
      Finance Director Tim Sailsbery  
 
 Employee Organization(s) Willows Employees Association 
      Willows Public Safety Association 
 
Update on discussions with labor groups concerning wage and benefit concessions for FY 

2009/2010. 
 

Open Session reconvened at 8:52 p.m. with the following report out: 

13 a) Mayor Towne stated that at the City Attorney’s suggestion, Council directed the City 
Attorney to contact the Plaintiff’s Attorney in order to discuss a potential settlement of the case.  
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Council also directed staff to begin to develop official Policy outlining specific procedures to 
follow for processing Public Records Request in compliance with the California Public Records 
Act.  Once the policy is written and reviewed by the City Attorney, it will be presented to the 
Council at a later date for consideration of adoption.   

13 b) Mayor Towne stated that no formal action was taken on this issue, as it was merely an 
update on discussions with various labor groups concerning wage and benefit concessions for FY 
2009/2010. 

 
14.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 

Dated:  March 10, 2009    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


