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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD August 24, 2010 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Baker. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Yoder led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
3. ROLL CALL: 

 
 Present:   Holvik, Towne, Yoder, Hansen & Baker  
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review:  City Manager Steve Holsinger suggested that the Council remove item 
11 (e) from the agenda (Consider adoption of a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to 
execute an agreement between the Cities of Willows and Orland to utilize Orland Library 
Personnel on a limited part-time basis to function as the Director of Library Services for 
Willows, Bayliss & Elk Creek Libraries) and that it be placed on a future agenda for 
consideration.  It was then moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member 
Hansen to accept the August 24, 2010, Agenda, with the removal of item 11 (e).  The motion was 
unanimously passed.   
 
5. Presentations & Proclamations:  None 
 
6. Oral and Written Communications/Public Comment: 

 
Rose Marie Thrailkill gave an update on various community and Chamber of Commerce events, 
fundraisers and grand openings that will be taking place in the future weeks and months to come.   
 
Doug Ross addressed the Council to speak about the problems with the large number of Herons 
and Egrets in the City, stating that they are a health hazard. 
 
Judith Brown also addressed the Council about the bird problems in the City, stating that she too 
believes them to an extreme health hazard.   
 
Mayor Baker urged both Mr. Ross and Mrs. Brown to contact the County Health Department.   
 
7. Consent Agenda:   

 
It was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Towne to approve 
the consent Agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously passed and the following items 
were adopted/approved: 
 

a) Approval of General Check Register (22054 - 22107). 

b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Registers (Z01824-Z01862 & 30817-
330845). 
 

c) Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes of July 27, 2010. 
 

d) Adoption of Resolutions affirming and updating Cafeteria Plan Terms with the City of 
Willows and the Willows Employees Association, Willows Public Safety Association, 
Department Heads and Confidential Employees and the City Manager.   
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8. Public Hearings:  None 
 

9. Ordinances:  None. 
 

10.  Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only (Including Economic Development Updates, if any):   
 
The City Manager informed the Council that the next SWOT Meeting is scheduled to occur on 
September 9, 2010, but a location was not yet set.  He was seeking Council’s input on their 
preference on where they would like to hold the meeting.  It was the consensus of the Council to 
hold the meeting at the Holiday Inn Express Conference Room. 
 
The City Manager stated that prior to Mayor Baker’s and Council Member Towne’s terms of 
office expiring in November, he would like to have a group photo of the Council taken and asked 
if the Council had a particular date that they would like to do this.  It was the consensus of the 
Council to have a group photo taken prior to the City Council Meeting scheduled for October 12. 
 
Mayor Baker stated that she would like to know what the City Staff, the Council and the Public’s 
thoughts are about possibly changing the procedures for future weed abatement issues.  She 
would like to see some options explored whether it would be in the City’s best interest to 
continue to operate the program as we have in the past or if the City should just notice the 
property owners and instead of having a Contractor abate the property the City could simply 
impose a fine.  The City Manager stated that he will conduct a survey of the procedures that 
other Cities implement and he will report his findings back to the Council.   
 
11. New Business:   

 

a) Consider adoption of a Resolution approving Façade Improvement Funds for an exterior 
façade rehabilitation project for 300 North Butte Street.   
 

Prior to this item being heard, Council Member Yoder and Mayor Baker stated that they would 
be recusing themselves from this item, as they both have a Conflict of interest due to the fact that 
they operate businesses in the downtown Commercial District.  They exited the Council 
Chambers at this time.  The City Manager presented this item to the Council stating that this is a 
request for Façade Improvement Program Funds to be used in order to rehab the façade on the 
existing commercial building located at 300 North Butte Street owned by Michael and Anita 
Cullinan.  Rehabilitation work is to include repair and repainting the exterior surfaces, repair 
lighting, remove and repair awning, roofing and clean up the storefront area.  The proposed 
rehabilitation work is eligible under façade improvement program requirements and does not 
require Design Review approval, as it is exempt under Willows Municipal Code 2.45.040, 
section 2.  Staff is asking that Council consider adoption of a Resolution committing the City to 
pay $9048.63 in Downtown Façade Improvement Matching Funds (50% of the project cost 
estimate).  The source of funding is available through allocation of the Wal-Mart Economic 
Impacts contribution.   
 
It was moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Towne to adopt a 
Resolution to approve the use of Downtown Façade Improvement Funds for exterior Façade 
Improvements for an existing commercial building located at 300 N. Butte Street, Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 003-021-001.  The motion was passed with 3 ayes and 2 absences due to Council 
Member Yoder and Mayor Baker’s recusal.   
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Council Member Yoder and Mayor Baker re-joined the meeting at this time.   
 
b) Consider approval to apply for a USDA Community Facilities Grant for a Roof 
Replacement project at City Hall: 

 
Library Director Sandie Hobbs presented this item to the Council explaining that the roof at City 
Hall has significant leaks and damage which is evident by stained ceiling tiles and sheet rock 
damage.  There is major damage in the Library with several stained tiles as well as stained and 
broken sheet rock.  In the past two years, buckets and trash cans have been strategically placed in 
an attempt to catch all the leaks.  On several occasions, Public Works Employees have tried to 
find and repair leaks with little or no success.  One more rainy season could result in catastrophic 
damage to Library materials and/or equipment.  Additionally it is hazardous to Library 
Employees and visitors.  Staff is seeking City Council direction and authorization for 
appropriation of General Fund and/or Community Discretionary funds for the 45% match of roof 
replacement.  Utilization of General Fund reserve will expand and the anticipated deficit, 
however the appropriation may be off-set by potential savings of shared Library services if 
approved.  Staff is recommending utilization of Community Discretionary funds to be used for 
the approximately $28,662.75 match if Council chooses to pursue this grant and if the grant is 
approved.   
 
Council and Staff discussion ensued and it was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded 

by Council Member Hansen to approve applying for the USDA Community Facilities Grant to 
cover the cost of roof replacement costs with the potential grant funding of 55% of the estimated 
$63,695 at $35,032.25, and the City agreeing to match 45% of the cost at $28,662.75.  The 
motion was unanimously passed. 
 

c) Consider authorizing the Chief of Police to submit a grant application for the Office of 
Traffic Safety “Click it or Ticket” Grant: 

 
Police Chief Bill Spears presented this item to the Council explaining that the Willows Police 
Department has participated in the Click it or Ticket Campaign for at least the last three years.  
The grant process for the last two years was under an Office of Traffic Safety Mini-Grant 
Program.  This year the grant application is for the period of November 2010 to June 2011.  The 
new grant process has the focus periods and also has a non-focus period enforcement application.  
The grant provides funding for officers to patrol area streets to enforce the vehicle code with 
special emphasis on seat belt enforcement.  The grant, if approved, would provide the City with 
roughly $15,000 for such patrol activity.  Actual figures to be calculated in actual application.   
 
Council and Staff discussion ensued and it was moved by Council Member Hansen and 
seconded by Council Member Yoder to authorize the Chief of Police to submit a grant for the 
OTS Click it or Ticket Grant.  The motion was unanimously passed.   

 
d) Consider authorizing the Chief of Police to apply for a USDA Community Facilities 
Grant Program for the purchase, training and first year of operation of a Police K-9 Unit: 
 

Chief Spears presented this item to the Council to request authorization to apply for a grant through 
the USDA Community Facilities Grant Program for the purchase, training and first year of operation 
of a Police K-9 Unit.  The K-9 program being sought is to have a patrol-narcotic detection dog.  The 
use a Police K-9 would minimize the number of personnel used and the time commitment of 
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resources.  Simply put, a building that could potentially take Officers up to an hour to properly 
search can be searched by a K-9 in about 15 minutes.   
 
The Police department currently has an opportunity to apply for a grant through the USDA to 
minimize any fiscal impact regarding start up and first year operational costs for the Police K-9 
program.  The USDA grant funds 55% of the project up to a maximum of $50,000.  The total grant 
package being sought for the K-9 program is $58,713.  Of that, $32,292 will be funded by the grant, 
with a $15,346 soft match and a $8,574 hard match from Willows Police Department and a $2500 
hard match from Willows Unified School District.  The duration of the grant is for one year and 
includes the purchase of the dog, training (patrol – tracking, and narcotics detection), K-9 specific 
equipment, vehicle conversion, used vehicle purchase, personnel expenses related to training, and 
dog and equipment maintenance.  Beyond the first year, it is projected that the annual K-9 
operational budget would be approximately $6000, which includes the stipend for the handler, 
training maintenance and POST certification training, food, and veterinary services.   
 
Discussion ensued among the Council and Staff and it was moved by Council Member Hansen and 
seconded by Council Member Yoder to authorize the Chief of Police to apply for a grant through the 
United States Department of Agriculture Community Facilities Grant Program for the purchase, 
training and first year of operation of a Police K-9 Unit.  Finance Director Tim Sailsbery then 
pointed out that as part of the motion, the Council will need to agree to commit to match the funds if 
the grant is approved.  Council Member Hansen then amended the motion and moved to authorize 
the Chief of Police to apply for a grant through the United States Department of Agriculture 
Community Facilities Grant Program for the purchase, training and first year of operation of a Police 
K-9 Unit and for the City to commit to match the funds if the grant is approved.  Council Member 
Yoder seconded the amended motion.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
 

12. Council Member Reports:   
 

Council Member Hansen reported that he attended the recent Car & Bike show and he said the 
attendance appeared to have increased compared to previous years.  He said it was a successful 
event. 

 
Council Member Holvik reported that he attended the most recent Waste Management Meeting. 
 
Mayor Baker reported that she attended the recent Car and Bike show and the Youth Football 
Jamboree.  She also gave a reminder that this Friday will be the first High School Football game.   
 

13. Executive Session:  None 
 
15. Adjournment:  Mayor Baker adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Dated:  August 24, 2010    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 
 
 

The City of Willows is an Equal Opportunity Provider 


