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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

August 25, 2009 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Towne. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Yoder led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:   Baker, Holvik, Hansen, Yoder & Towne 
 Absent:      None 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  City Manager Holsinger suggested that Council reverse 
the order in which the items under New Business will be discussed.  He suggested beginning 
with item (c) and concluding with item (a)  It was then moved by Council Member Yoder and 
seconded by Council Member Hansen to accept the August 25, 2009, agenda as amended.  The 
motion was unanimously passed. 
 
5. Oral and Written Communications:  None. 

 
6. Consent Agenda:  It was moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council 
Member Baker to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously 
passed and the following items were approved: 

 

a) Approval of General Check Register  (20506-20589) 
b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Register (30170-30199 and Z00730  
 Z00772). 
c) Approval of the Minutes of the City Council July 28, 2009, Regular Meeting. 
d) Approval of the Minutes of the City Council August 11, 2009, Regular Meeting. 
e) Approval of settlement in the Case of Cabral vs. City of Willows, et al, (Case No. 2:08-
 CV-00029-MCE-DAD) in an amount not to exceed $100,000 and authorize Bragg and 
 Associates to act on the City’s behalf in signing the Settlement Agreement and 
 distributing settlement funds. 
 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:   
 

a) Kevin Nelson, President of the Willows Car and Bike Association, and Mike Murray, 
member of the Willows Car and Bike Association, presented plaques to the Willows 
Public Works, Fire, and Police Departments in appreciation of all of their hard work and 
assistance in preparing for the annual Willows Car and Bike show and they added that 
these three departments are a vital part to the show’s success year after year.   

 
8. Ordinances:   

 
a) Consider reading by title only and passage of first reading of an Ordinance entitled “AN 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOWS ADDING TO 
TITLE 3 OF THE WILLOWS MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF WILLOWS, 
SECTION 3.30, REGARDING DISPOSITION OF LOST, STOLEN OR UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY”: 
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The City Manager and Police Chief Spears presented this item to the Council explaining that 
currently the Willows Municipal Code does not have an Ordinance to address the disposal of 
lost, stolen or unclaimed property held by the Police Department.  The creation of this 
Ordinance establishes the appropriate control, procedure and disposition of property that 
comes under the care and custody of the Police Department and the City of Willows.  The 
Ordinance establishes checks and balances within state law framework to properly dispose of 
property.  Historically, property was allowed to accumulate and although state law has 
allowed for disposition, the procedures have varied from case to case and this Ordinance 
would create a uniform method of disposal.  Currently the Police Department has an 
abundance of property that can be lawfully disposed of once this Ordinance is adopted.  With 
that, the City Manager and Police Chief are asking that Council consider passing first reading 
of the Ordinance.  Brief discussion ensued and the Council members had a few questions 
about the Ordinance which Chief Spears clarified.  It was then moved by Council Member 
Holvik and seconded by Council Member Yoder to read by title only the Ordinance next in 
line.  The motion was unanimously passed.  It was moved by Council Member Holvik and 
seconded by Council Member Yoder that the Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOWS ADDING TO TITLE 3 OF THE 
WILLOWS MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF WILLOWS, SECTION 3.30, 
REGARDING DISPOSITION OF LOST, STOLEN OR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY” pass 
first reading.  The motion was unanimously passed: 
 

9.  Public Hearings:  None 
 
10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:   
 
The City Manager gave an update on the status of the Library re-design project, stating that the 
project is running a bit behind schedule and it may not be able to open on September 1 as 
originally planned.  He is requesting that Council allow the library to remain closed for one 
additional week and re-open on September 8 instead.  It was the consensus of the Council to 
close the Library for one additional week in order to allow enough time to finish the project.   
 
Council Member Holvik inquired about the status of the roads that Public Works has been 
working on and when the City can expect the Slurry Seal to begin.  The City Clerk informed 
Council Member Holvik that the bid openings for the Slurry Seal project are scheduled for the 
following day, August 26, 2009.  There should be an item on the City Council agenda for 
September 8 for Council to accept the bid.   
 

11. New Business:   
 

c) Consider approving Staff to initiate notification and process for laying off one Police 
 Officer to reduce the general fund appropriation to the Police Department: 

 
City Manager Holsinger presented this item to the Council stating that the negative impact of the 
approved state budget to the City of Willows has been determined to be $130,233.  This impact 
is in addition to the already $255,386 deficit budget enacted by Council in June.  This brings the 
new City of Willows budget to a $385,619 deficit budget.  In as such, further reductions need to 
be made to the Police Department budget to address the circumstances presented to the City by 
the State of California.  In reviewing the Police Department’s budget with Police Chief Spears, it 
was discovered that all areas have already been cut to minimal operation levels, therefore, the 
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recommendation is to lay off a Police Officer position, effective September 30, 2009.  A layoff 
of one officer effective September 30, 2009, will bring a savings of roughly $57,100 for the 
remainder of the 2009-2010 budget period.  The department will be impacted by this layoff in its 
ability to deliver services at its current levels, and therefore, modification to shifts and 
assignments will have to be made to maintain street-level patrol.  With that, it was stated that the 
recommendation of Police Chief Spears and the City Manager is that Council allow staff to 
initiate notification and process for laying off one Police Officer effective September 30, 2009, 
and reduce General Fund appropriation to the Police Department by $57,000.   
 
Brief discussion ensued among the Council and Staff.  It was expressed by the Council that the 
State has placed the City in a very difficult situation and is essentially trying to balance their 
budget on the backs of local municipalities.  The decision to layoff of a Police Officer is a very 
difficult one; however, it was recognized early on while in the process of reviewing the City’s 
budget that this may be a decision that would eventually have to be made.  With that, it was 
moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Baker to approve staff to 
initiate notification and process for laying off one Police Officer, effective September 30, 2009, 
and reduce General Fund appropriation to the Police Department (account 301.100) by $57,000.  
The motion was unanimously passed. 
 

b) Discussion and direction from Council as to the interest in appointing two City Council 
 Liaisons to the proposed Cities/County Collective Resources Ad Hoc Committee: 

 
The City Manager informed the Council that recently the Glenn County Board of Supervisors, by 
consensus, created an Ad Hoc Committee to work with the Cities of Orland and Willows to 
collaboratively evaluate potential shared services opportunities.  The two Supervisors appointed 
were Chair of the Board Murray and Supervisor Quarne.  Staff is recommending that the Council 
discuss the possible appointment of two members to represent the City of Willows.  Mr. Murray 
was present at the meeting to elaborate further, stating that although the Board has not mentioned 
any specific services in which they desire to share, he stated that they would like to see all three 
entities equally benefit from whatever services would be shared.   
 
Council discussion then ensued and Council Members Yoder and Hansen expressed that they 
had an interest in this group and enjoy having a good working relationship with the County and 
the City of Orland.  Council Members Baker and Holvik expressed that they did not really have 
an interest in the creation of yet another group and in having to attend an additional meeting and 
they each stated that they would not want to be appointed to this Ad Hoc Committee.  They 
stated that the City has tried to meet with the County and City of Orland in the past on other 
issues related to shared services and it has never been successful nor was it ever mutually 
beneficial.  Mayor Towne believes that there is a possibility that we may benefit from this group 
being created, however, he expressed that he has no desire to make a decision at this time due to 
the fact that the other two entities have not even adopted a budget yet.  Mayor Towne suggested 
that this item be tabled for discussion and possible action at a future meeting after the two other 
agencies have an adopted budget.  Mr. Murray agreed, stating that the County would have 
something adopted by October 2.  It was by consensus of the Council to revisit this item at such 
time as budgets for the County and the City of Orland are adopted.   
 

a) Consider adopting a Resolution approving the use of Downtown Façade Improvement 
 Funds for the exterior façade rehabilitation project at 346 N. Tehama Street (Westside 
 Carpet) and authorize the commitment of $4963.50 (50% of project cost estimate): 
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Prior to this item being presented to the Council, Council Members Baker and Yoder recused 
themselves from this item due to the fact that they both operate businesses within the district in 
which this Façade Improvement project is located.  Both Council members exited the Chambers 
at this time.  The city Manager then presented the Staff Report to the Council explaining that 
Don Rogers, owner of the building at 246 N. Tehama Street has made a request to the City for 
Façade Improvement Program funds through a Design Review application in order to rehab the 
façade on the existing commercial retail center located within the Central Commercial Zoning 
District.  Exterior rehabilitation (repainting the building)  of the façade is one of the eligible 
items listed under this Program.  The Design Review application was not heard by the Planning 
Commission, as this project is exempt under Municipal Code 2.45.040.  Funding is subject to 
Council Approval.  With that, the City Manager asked that the Council consider approving the 
funding.   
 
Brief Council discussion ensued and it was then moved by Council Member Holvik and 
seconded by Council Member Hansen to Adopt a Resolution approving the use of Downtown 
Façade Improvement Funds for exterior façade improvements for an existing commercial retail 
center at 346 N. Tehama Street.  Motion carried with 3 Ayes and 2 Absent.   
 
12. Council Member Reports:   

Council Member Hansen stated that he attended the annual Car and Bike show and that it was 
well attended and the Board did a great job organizing the event.   

13. Executive Session:  None   
 

14.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

 
 
Dated:  August 25, 2009    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


