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MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD  

September 8, 2009 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Vice Mayor Baker. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Yoder led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 Present:   Baker, Holvik, Hansen & Yoder  
 Absent:      Towne 
 
4. Agenda Review & Acceptance:  It was moved by Council Member Yoder and 
seconded by Council Member Hansen to accept the September 8, 2009, agenda as presented.  
The motion was unanimously passed. 
 
5. Oral and Written Communications:  None. 

 
6. Consent Agenda:  It was moved by Council Member Yoder and seconded by Council 
Member Hansen to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously 
passed and the following items were approved: 

 

a) Approval of General Check Register  (20590-20641) 
b) Approval of Payroll & Direct Deposit Check Register (30200-30220 and Z00773-
 Z00809). 
c) Approval of the Minutes of the Joint City Council & Planning Commission August 18, 
 2009, Special Meeting.   
d) Approval of the Minutes of the City Council August 25, 2009, Regular Meeting. 
e) Acceptance of the modified COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) Grant, Authorize 
 the City Manager and Police Chief to act on the City’s behalf regarding the grant, 
 Appropriate CHRP Funds (Fund 378) in the amount of $50,553 and General Funds (Fund 
 301) in the amount of $6,688, and re-hire Police Officer effective October 1, 2009. 
f) Approve a Notice of Completion for the Safe Routes to School Project and accept project 
 as complete. 
g) Approve a Notice of Completion for the replacement of two pumps used for Park 
 Irrigation in Jensen Park and accept project as complete.   
h) Approve second reading by title only and adoption of an Ordinance entitled “AN 

 ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOWS ADDING 

 TO TITLE 3 OF THE WILLOWS MNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF 

 WILLOWS, SECTION 3.30, REGARDING DISPOSITION OF LOST, STOLEN 

 OR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY”. 
 

7. Presentations and Proclamations:  None  
 
8. Ordinances:  Action taken under item 6 (h). 

 
9.  Public Hearings:   
 

a) Consider comments and input on the proposed rate increases for Solid Waste Collection 
 in the City of Willows: 
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City Manager Steve Holsinger presented the report on this item to the Council stating that Waste 
Management (DBA, Glenn County Disposal) has requested a rate adjustment of approximately 
28% for residential and 33% for commercial customers, to become effective October 1, 2009. 
The purpose of this rate increase is to provide the necessary recovery of costs associated with the 
significant increase in Tipping Fees at the Glenn County Landfill. 
 
This past year the adjustments due from the Consumer Price Index and costs in conjunction with 
Fuel Cost Adjustment fees are both moderate decreases in the charges for services to both 
Residential & Commercial customers.  The CPI change from August 2008 thru July 2009 is 
equal to (-3.339) index points or an equivalent 1.50% decrease to Urban Consumers in the 
Western States Index area.  This adjustment also requires Waste Management to calculate costs 
associated with Fuel Adjustment Costs over the preceding year. Those calculations additionally 
result in an overall decrease in Fuel Expense Adjustments of 3.79% due. However, the 
Agreement prohibits annual adjustment in excess of 2.00% in conjunction with the Fuel Cost 
Adjustment. Therefore an overall 3.50% decrease in base rates pursuant to the terms of the 
Franchise Agreement have been included in the calculations of this Rate Adjustment Request . 
 
Although two of the principal adjustment provisions within the Franchise Agreement do result in 
deceases to the current base rate structure within the City of Willows, Article I, Section 2 
provides for recovery of expenses and cost associated contingent fees charged to the Contractor; 
such as Tipping Fees established by Glenn County in association with costs for solid waste 
disposal at the county landfill.  Recently, Glenn County increased Tipping Fees at the Landfill, 
effective July 1, 2009 to $70/per ton; an increase of 133% over last year’s $30/per ton rate.  As a 
result of this significant increase, the impact to Willows residents will increase garbage 
collection services an average of $5.00/per month or approximately 28% over current rates. 
Additionally, commercial services could increase on average $137/per month or 33% greater 
than last year. It is important to note; tipping fees have been in effect since July 1st and Waste 
Management is currently over two months in arrears on recovery in conjunction with the 
increased fees for solid waste disposals services. The new rate structure includes calculation for 
recovery of the three months of lost revenues. 
 
A detailed analysis of the cost impacts have been provided to the Council for review, as well as a 
rate schedule for each applicable category of service.  Staff is recommending the City Council 
conduct the Public Hearing and following the hearing, approve the proposed rate increase for 
solid waste collection services to become effective October 1, 2009.  
 
With that, the City Manager pointed out that in the audience and available to answer any 
questions of the Council were Randy Murphy, Deputy Public Works Director for Glenn County, 
and Tim Magill, Market Planning and Development Manager for Waste Management.   
 

Vice Mayor Baker then opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m., and receiving no comments, 
subsequently closed the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.  
 
Discussion then ensued among the Council and they had several questions for Mr. Murphy 
which Mr. Murphy addressed and clarified.  Once discussions ceased, it was moved by Council 
Member Yoder and seconded by Council Member Hansen to pass a Resolution adopting refuse 
collection rates, approving amendment to Residential & Commercial Rate Schedules as provided 
within the provisions of the Franchise Agreement approved November 28, 2006.  The motion 
was unanimously passed.   
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10. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:   
 
Library Director Sandie Hobbs announced that the Library redesign and modernization project is 
now completed and the Library had a grand re-opening earlier today.  She stated that she had a 
lot of volunteer helpers and she is extremely proud at the outcome and a lot of people made 
positive comments to her today about the new design.  She thanked the Council for their support 
and for allowing her to keep the Library closed for one additional week in order to complete the 
redesign.  She also thanked Police Chief Spears for allowing C.S.O. Cano to be available to 
supervise the Trustees on the days when they were on-site helping out with the project.  The 
entire project cost approximately $4500, all of which came from a donation trust and from the 
“Friends of the Library”.   
 
The Council congratulated and thanked Mrs. Hobbs, stating that the Library looks great and is 
much more user-friendly. 
 
Vice Mayor Baker stated that towards the end of the last school year an item was brought before 
the Council requesting that they allow for a “traffic study” experiment to be conducted in order 
to ease the traffic congestion at Murdock Elementary School.  At that time the Council tabled the 
item until such time as the Safe Routes to School project was completed.  Now the Safe Routes 
to School project is complete and school is back in session and she was inquiring where staff was 
at with possibly seeking some solutions to ease the congestion of traffic.  This is especially 
critical now that there is even more traffic due to the fact that the busses are no longer 
transporting children who reside within the City limits, therefore more parents are now having to 
drop off and pick up their children.  She was asking for the Council’s opinion on whether or not 
they desired staff to pursue this further at this time.  It was the consensus of the Council to have 
the Police Chief, Public Works Director and City Manager work with the school district, 
specifically the Superintendent of Willows Unified School District Steve Olmos, to brainstorm 
some strategies and possible solutions to alleviate the congestion and have a smoother traffic-
flow pattern.  The Council also instructed staff to look into the legal requirements of creating and 
designating “School Safety Zones”, where any parking or moving violation fines are doubled 
within those zones.  The Police Chief stated that he will look into this matter further and come 
back before the Council in the future to update them on his findings and request further direction.    
 
11. New Business:   
 

a) Consider awarding the Contract for the 2009 Slurry Seal Project to low bidder Valley 
Slurry Seal Company in the amount of $168,068.78: 

 
Public Works Director Greg Tyhurst presented this item to the Council explaining that in fiscal 
year 2007/2008 the City received funds under Proposition 1B to use for street maintenance 
projects in the City, with a three-year limit to use the funds.  Mr. Tyhurst has identified several 
streets that require maintenance measures to be performed which will prolong the useful life of 
those streets by at least 10 years.  Once the streets were identified,  bid documents were prepared 
and sent to various contractors.  Four contractors responded, with the lowest responsible 
responsive bidder being Valley Slurry Seal at $168,068.78 and Mr. Tyhurst is asking that the 
Council consider awarding the bid to Valley Slurry Seal.   
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Mr. Tyhurst added that the project will likely begin during the first week in October when school 
is not in session and weather-permitting, the project should take approximately 5 days to 
complete.   
 
It was then moved by Council Member Holvik and seconded by Council Member Yoder to 
award the contract for the 2009 Slurry Seal Project to Valley Slurry Seal Company in the amount 
of $168,068.78.  The motion was unanimously passed.   
 
 

b) Consider authorizing the Police Chief to accept a 1990 International Tractor truck and 
trailer from the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO): 

 
Police Chief Bill Spears presented this item to the Council explaining that the Police Department 
was contacted by the Solano Sheriff’s Department regarding a tractor-trailer vehicle.  The tractor 
is a 1990 International diesel tractor with 56,000 original miles and the trailer is a flatbed tilt 
trailer.  Chief Spears checked with Public Works Director Greg Tyhurst to see if there was a 
need for such a vehicle for the city fleet.  Mr. Tyhurst stated that a tractor and trailer would be a 
valuable addition to the City fleet and could be used to transport various pieces of equipment, 
such as the backhoe.  Additionally, the vehicle could be utilized by any one of the City 
departments should the need arise.  Should the City elect to obtain additional DRMO items in the 
future, this truck could be used to transport the item(s) to the City.  The Tractor and Trailer are 
both free of charge and the only fiscal impact would be for maintenance and fuel, which costs 
would be funded from existing budgets.  With that, he is asking Council’s consideration to allow 
him to accept the items.   
 
It was moved by Council Member Hansen and seconded by Council Member Yoder to authorize 
the Chief of Police to accept a 1990 International Tractor truck and trailer DRMO.  The motion 
was unanimously passed.   
 
 
12. Council Member Reports:  None  

13.  Executive Session:  None   
 

14.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
Dated:  September 8, 2009    NATALIE BUTLER 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
  
       City Clerk 


