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Willows City Council Meeting Minutes January 12, 2016 

MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING HELD January 12, 2016 
 

1. Mayor Hansen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Dan Roach led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL: 
 

Present:   Domenighini, Mello, Williams, Yoder & Mayor Hansen. 

 Absent:      None 

 

At this time, Mayor Hansen indicated that he wished to table item 7 (b), which is to 

“Conduct a Public hearing and introduce by title only an Ordinance entitled “Medical 

Marijuana” to the Willows Municipal Code”.  Mayor Hansen, hearing no objections from 

the remaining members of the Council, tabled this item to the January 26, 2016 City Council 

Meeting. 
 

4. Presentations & Proclamations:   
 

a) Brian Tharp, Exalted Ruler of the Willows Elks Lodge #1786, presented the City 

Council with a $1000 donation to go toward the City’s Swim Pool.  The donation 

was made on behalf of the Elks National Foundation. 

b) Mayor Hansen presented former Planning Commissioner Kerri Warren with a 

certificate of appreciation for her eight years of voluntary service as a City Planning 

Commissioner.   

 

5. Public Comment/Written Communications:   
 

 Willows resident Mark Fowler stated that he opposed the growth of medical 

marijuana in the outdoor areas within the City limits but that he would favor an 

indoor secure co-op growth facility that was tightly regulated.   

 Dan Roach, of the Glenn County Veterans, informed the Council that “The Wall 

That Heals” will be visiting Willows Memorial Park from Thursday, February 25 

through Sunday, February 28.  The wall is a half-size replica of the Vietnam 

Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 Willy Beaver, Willows citizen and owner of The Health Habit, stated that he is in 

favor of the growth, cultivation and legal sale of Medical Marijuana in the City. 

  

6. Consent Agenda: 
M/S –Mello/Yoder to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion 

unanimously passed 5/0 and the following items were approved/adopted: 
 

a) Approval of General Checking, Payroll Checks & Payroll Direct Deposit 

Registers (30337-30450; Z06889-Z06974; 34483-34528). 

b) Approval of City Council Minutes for the Regular Meeting held on December 8, 

2015. 



  

Page 2 
 

Willows City Council Meeting Minutes January 12, 2016 

c) Adoption of a Resolution authorizing a Maintenance Agreement with CalTrans 

for a public improvement project at 301 East Wood Street. 

d) Declaring certain items in the Police Department as surplus and allowing staff to 

dispose of said items. 

 

7. Public Hearings:   
 

a) 2015 / 2016 Appropriation Limit for the City and adopt a Resolution establishing said 

limit: 

 

Annually the City is required to establish its appropriation limit by Council resolution.  The 

appropriation limitation imposed by Propositions 4 and 111 creates the restriction on the amount 

of revenue that can be appropriated in any fiscal year.  The limit is based on the actual 

appropriations during the 1978-79 fiscal year and is increased each year using the growth of 

population and inflation.  Not all revenues are restricted by the limit; only those that are 

designated as “proceeds of taxes” are included. 

 

The City’s appropriation limit for fiscal year 2015-2016 is $8,670,883.  With qualified proceeds 

of taxes $3,171,813 for the year, the City is $5,499,070 under the limit.  Staff is recommending 

that the Mayor conduct the public hearing and upon conclusion, adopt a resolution establishing 

said limit.   

 

Mayor Hansen opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. and hearing no comments from the public, 

subsequently closed the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.  M/S – Mello/Domenighini to adopt a 

resolution establishing the 2015/2016 Appropriation Limit.  All ayes and the motion 

unanimously passed 5/0 on a roll call vote. 

 

b) Conduct a Public Hearing and upon conclusion, introduce by title only and pass first 

reading of an Ordinance adding Chapter 9.20 entitled “Medical Marijuana” to the 

Willows Municipal Code – THIS PUBLIC HEARING WAS CONTINUED to the 

City Council Meeting to be held January 26, 2016. 
 

8. Ordinances:  Action taken under item 7 (b). 

 

. Items introduced by City Council or Administrative Staff for discussion purposes 

only:  None 

 

11. New Business:  None 

 

a) Consider adoption of a resolution awarding a construction contract to Omni Pipeline 

Inc. 

 

The City was recently awarded an EDA Grant for construction improvements in the 

southerly part of the City, primarily associated with the South Willows Commercial 

Development project.  The improvements to be partially funded by the grant include 
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roadway, flood control, sewer, and water improvements.  Basin Street Development, 

developer of the South Willows Commercial project, are contributing funds and have 

funded the engineering associated with the project.  The City is projecting that the project 

improvements will be placed out to bid sometime during the summer of 2016.  Construction 

of the improvement will most likely take 4-5 months.  If work begins in late summer, 

construction could be completed around January 2017.  As Basin Street has Rumiano 

Cheese wanting to begin construction on a new facility in the proposed commercial 

development, timing of completing the improvements is critical.   

 

One of the components of the project is the construction of a new sewer line that connects to 

a manhole in the driveway to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, extends under Lateral 26-2 

GCID Canal, under the railroad to Tehama Street, then proceeds northerly to connect to the 

proposed Basin Street development projects.  The initial part of the sewer main construction 

must go under Lateral 26-2 GCID Canal.  Due to the location of existing sewer facilities and 

the railroad tracks, the line must be open cut (trenched) and cannot use a jack and bore 

method under the existing irrigation canal.  Open cutting a trench across the GCID canal 

presents some significant time constraints to the overall project.  GCID lowers the water in 

their canals around the Willows area from the beginning of January for approximately 6 

weeks.  All other times of the year the irrigation channels run full of water.  Accordingly, if 

construction of the sewer line crossing under the canal does not coincide with the 

dewatering of the canal, construction is delayed an entire year.   

 

Taking this critical timing under consideration, staff determined in mid-December that in 

order to make this year’s window of opportunity to construct the sewer line under Lateral 

26-2, a project needed to be bid to construct a small segment of the proposed sewer system 

to get under the GCID canal this year, so it won’t hold up overall construction and delay the 

EDA project.  As the engineering for this segment had already been completed, staff was 

able to split out a small project for this work quickly and place the project out to seek bids.  

Please note that the realization that this small segment of the overall project had to take 

place now was determined after the Council meeting in December.  Staff felt it was essential 

that this project move forward and took the necessary action to allow this to happen.  Staff 

advertised the project for public bid in accordance with Public Contract Code; with a bid 

opening Date of January 5, 2016.   

 

Bids were opened on January 6, 2016.  Six bids were received ranging from $29,815 to 

$103,870.  The lowest responsible responsive bidder was Omni Pipelines, Inc.  Based on the 

bids received, staff has completed a check of the Omni Pipelines, Inc. bid and found that 

their contractor’s license is active and valid, that they possess a Class A license as required 

by the bid documents, that Omni Pipelines, Inc. and their proposed subcontractor are 

registered with the Department of Industrial Relations (as required by the recently passed 
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legislation), that the bid submitted is mathematically correct and that the bid contained the 

required information per the bid documents.   

 

Based on the information contained in Omni Pipeline’s bid, staff has determined that it 

satisfies the bidding requirements for the project and accordingly, staff is recommending 

that the Council adopts a resolution awarding the construction contract to Omni Pipelines 

Inc.   

 

Brief discussion ensued and Vice Mayor Yoder asked whether GCID is on board with this 

project because a few years back the City did a similar project that included boring through 

the canal which caused a breach and many other problems.  He wanted to be sure the 

Irrigation District was informed and is ok with this project.  City Manager Taylor informed 

Vice Mayor Yoder that GCID is aware and well-informed of the project and they have every 

bit of confidence in the work of Omni Pipelines, Inc.  

 

M/S – Yoder/Domenighini to adopt a Resolution awarding a construction contract for the 

South Willows Sewer Project to Omni Pipelines, Inc. in the amount of $29,815.00, and that 

an overall budget of $32,797 be established for this project and an appropriation, by motion, 

of $32,797 be made from Fund 318 Sewer Maintenance Enterprise Fund.  All ayes and the 

motion unanimously passed 5/0 by a roll call vote.   

 

b) Establish date and time for 2015/2016 Special Mid-Year Budget Review Workshop: 

 

The consensus of the Council was to hold the Special Mid-Year Budget Review Workshop 

on February 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

11. Council Member Reports:   
 

 Council Member Domenighini reported that he attended a LAFCO meeting 

yesterday. 

 Mayor Hansen reported that he attended the December 17 Transit and Transportation 

meetings.  He stated that the Willows Rotary has expressed an interest in building a 

few bus shelters in the City.  He also attended the December 17 Waste Management 

meeting and he toured a Materials Recovery Facility in Sunnyvale on December 29 

at the request and invitation from members of the KVB “Waste to Energy” project.  

He attended the City Selection Committee Meeting on January 4 and also attended 

the swearing in ceremony for the newest Police Officer, Joshua Van Eck, yesterday. 

 

12. Executive Session:   

 

 PUBLIC COMMENT:  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.3, the public 

was given an opportunity to directly address the legislative body on the item(s) 
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below prior to the Council convening into Closed Session. No members of the public 

spoke and the council convened into Executive Session at 7:49 p.m. pursuant to 

California Government Code Sections 54950 et seq. to discuss the following items: 

 

a) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL, EXISTING LITIGATION, 

pursuant to Gov. Code section 54957  

 One Case: Kelly Kuwata v. City of Willows. 

 Glenn County Superior Court case no. 14CV01380 

 

13. Reconvene to Open Session &Report out, if any, on Closed Session: 
 

 The Council reconvened into open session at 8:11 p.m.  Mayor Hansen reported that 

the City Council unanimously approved a settlement agreement with Kelly Kuwata.     

 

14. Adjournment:    Mayor Hansen adjourned the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Dated:  January 12, 2016    NATALIE BUTLER 

 

 

       ______________________________

       City Clerk 

 

The City of Willows is an Equal Opportunity Provider 


