
 

Willows Monthly - July 2025

Top Stories
Glenn Medical Center Campaign Gains Momentum
City Continues to Seek a Full-Time City Librarian
City is now hiring a Temporary Parks and Public Works
Maintenance Worker
​Planning Commission Vacancy filled & New Chair Elected!

Upcoming Meetings

City Council

July 22 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00 pm
August 12 - Cancelled, Council Summer Recess
August 26 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00PM

Finance & Measure I Oversight Committee (FMiOC)

July 15 - Regular Meeting @ 5:30 pm - TODAY!

https://cityofwillows.org/
https://www.cityofwillows.org/dept/administration/employment-opportunities
https://cityofwillows.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138500206215/44eb70bf-64b0-4de7-9426-49a5aa070353
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=City+of+Willows+-++July+2025+Newsletter%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138500206215/44eb70bf-64b0-4de7-9426-49a5aa070353
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138500206215/44eb70bf-64b0-4de7-9426-49a5aa070353
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=44eb70bf-64b0-4de7-9426-49a5aa070353


Library Board

July 24 - Special Meeting @ 11:00 am
​August 14 - Regular Meeting @ 11:00AM

Planning Commission

August 5 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00pm

ADMINISTRATION
General Operations, City Clerk's Office & Economic Development

Glenn Medical Center

Campaign Gains Momentum
Since launching the Save Glenn
Medical Center campaign, more than

1,200 concerned community members have submitted letters of support urging the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to reverse its decision to revoke Glenn
Medical Center’s Critical Access Hospital (CAH) Designation. There is still time to make
your voice heard. Please view the Press Release or visit saveglennmedical.com to learn
how you can help.

City of Willows Continues to Seek a Full-Time City Librarian

At its June 24, 2025 meeting, the City Council approved the job classification and salary
schedule for a full-time City Librarian position. Recruitment is now underway! First
review of applications will begin July 21, 2025. There’s still time to apply and be
considered for this exciting leadership opportunity!

For more information, view the City Librarian Brochure. To apply: Email your letter of
interest, resume, and City of Willows employment application to Karleen Price, City
Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager, at kprice@cityofwillows.org.

Temporary Part-Time Library Clerk Update
The City of Willows received several qualified applications for the Library Clerk
positions. Interviews have been completed and new Library Clerks are expected to be
appointed and start working later this month.

CITY COUNCIL ACTION ROUNDUP:
June 24, July 8 City Council Meetings

https://www.cityofwillows.org/assets/resources/Press-Release-2-Save-Glenn-Medical-Center-1.pdf
https://saveglennmedical.com/
https://www.cityofwillows.org/assets/resources/City-Librarian-Job-Classification.pdf
https://www.cityofwillows.org/assets/resources/CITY-LIBRARIAN-BROCHURE-Final.pdf


June 24 Council Meeting

Appointed Robyn Nygard to the Planning Commission for the term ending
December 31, 2027.
Approved the four-year successor agreement with UPEC Fire Bargaining Unit and
the new salary schedule.
Approved the four-year successor agreement with UPEC General Bargaining Unit
and the new salary schedule.
Approved Resolution 22-2025 authorizing compensation and benefit adjustments
for Management, Confidential, and Part-time Library Employees.
Approved Resolution 23-2025 to amend and restate the MidAmerica
Administrative & Retirement Solutions Health Reimbursement Arrangement.
Approved the City Librarian job classification and salary schedule and authorized
staff to move forward with a full recruitment.
Approved the first amendment to the agreement employing Marti Brown as City
Manager.
Held a public hearing and adopted Resolution 24-2025 approving the Annual
Engineer’s Report, confirming the assessment diagram and the annual assessment
amounts and authorizing the levy and collection of assessments for fiscal year
2025-26 for the City of Willows Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District
(pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972).
Approved the FY 2025-26 proposed Budget as presented.

July 8 Council Meeting

Adopted the official Council Chambers Use Policy and Application.
Authorized the City Manager to execute a contract with Community Development
Services (CDS) to assist staff with preparing Community Development Block
Grants (CDBG) and/or loans using CDBG Program Income monies for an amount
not-to-exceed $35,000.
Adopted Resolution 26-2025 authorizing the City Manager or her designee to pay
exempt public safety employees for reimbursable overtime when working on
Strike Team and/or Prepositioning for the California Office of Emergency Services
(Cal OES).
Reappointed Ardythe Brandon and Lisa Kennedy to the Library Board of Trustees
to serve three-year terms ending June 30, 2028.
Adopted the 2025 Strategic Council Priorities.
Authorized the City Manager to proceed with the procurement of wayfinding,
street name and stop signs in an amount not to exceed $40,000.
Approved Resolution 27-2025 adopting the Glenn County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan 2025 (MJHMP) of
the City of Willows and amending the City of Willows General Plan Safety Element
to include the MJHMP.



June 10 Special Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting

City Council and Planning Commission participated in a public workshop to
provide feedback and direct staff to update Title 18 (Zoning) of the Willows
Municipal Code.

Proclamation



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & SERVICES
Building, Code Enforcement, Engineering, Planning, Public
Works, Sewage, Public Facilities, Fleet and Capital Projects

Community Cleanup Day – By the Numbers!
Thank you to everyone who participated in making the City of Willows cleaner and
greener! Check out the extensive June 6 cleanup by the numbers!

� ️ Trash Collected: 22 tons
� Scrap Metal Recycled: 29,748 tons
� ️ Mattresses Disposed: 36
� E-Waste Collected: 3,658 lbs
❄️ Freon Recovered: 59 lbs

Your efforts make a difference in beautifying the community—thank you!

Code Enforcement Division

Unsafe Structure Secured Following Multi-Agency Response
During the week of July 8, City staff coordinated with the Glenn County Sheriff’s Office,
Willows Fire Department, PG&E, and property owners to address a long-standing code
enforcement case that had developed into a serious safety concern on Baywood Drive.
The site contained exposed electrical wiring, an open electrical panel accessible to the
public, and various flammable materials stored in the driveway.
 
In response, the property was red-tagged and power service was disconnected to
eliminate immediate hazards. The property has been turned over to the new owners,
who were instructed to secure the site and begin cleanup. City staff will conduct follow-
up inspections to ensure continued compliance and public safety.



Before After

 
Willows Municipal Code Fun Fact:
Title 15- Buildings and Construction

Chapter 95- Penalties

 

15.95.010 Penalties.

(1) Any person who shall violate any of the
provisions of the codes in this title hereby
adopted, or fail to comply to the provisions
therewith, or who shall build in violation of
any detailed statement of specifications or
plans submitted and approved thereunder,
or any certificate or permit issued thereunder, and from which no appeal has been
taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified by the city
council or by a court of competent jurisdiction, within the time fixed herein, shall
severally, for each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of
a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 or
by imprisonment for not less than 10 days nor more than 30 days, or by both such fine
and imprisonment. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the
violation or permit it to continue; and all such persons shall be required to correct or
remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise
specified, each 10 days that prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a
separate offense.
(2) The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced
removal of prohibited conditions. [Ord. 729-16 § 1, 10-25-16; Ord. 679-07 § 13, 11-27-
07. Prior code § 4-250].

Engineering Division

Sycamore Park Improvement Project Nears Bid Phase

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Willows/#!/Willows15/Willows15.html
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/44eb70bf-64b0-4de7-9426-49a5aa070353#


The Sycamore Park Improvement Project has reached 75% plan review, marking
significant progress toward construction. Planned enhancements include the
renovation of the city pool, resurfacing of the tennis courts with the addition of new
pickleball courts, and new pathways and lighting throughout the park. These upgrades
will improve safety, accessibility, and recreational opportunities—creating a more
welcoming and enjoyable space for the entire community.

Planning Division

Black Bear Diner EV Charging Station Approved
A new electric vehicle (EV) charging station at 246 North Humboldt Avenue was
approved at the July Planning Commission meeting. The project has now moved
forward into the Building Division Plan Check Review process. The site will feature five
Level 3 DC fast chargers with overhead canopies and reliable high-speed charging
compatible with all EV models. 

Planning Commission

Vacancy Filled & New Chair

Elected!
City staff are excited to welcome
Robyn “Bobbie” Nygard as the newest
member of the Willows Planning
Commission. With a long and
distinguished career in government



and a strong record as an engaged and
active resident, Bobbie brings
valuable experience and a deep
commitment to the community. Her
insight and passion for Willows will be
a great asset to the city’s planning
efforts.

In addition, and with the recent
resignation of former PC Chair Pedro
Bobadilla, the Planning Commission
also elected Sherry Brott as its new
Chair.

 
Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan Approved
The City of Willows recently approved an update to its Safety Element by adopting the
Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJHMP) in coordination with Glenn County
and the City of Orland. This collaborative effort enhances regional preparedness and
strengthens the City’s ability to reduce risks from natural hazards like floods, fires, and
earthquakes. By complying with Assembly Bill 2140, Willows maintains eligibility for
critical state disaster funding. This important step reflects a shared commitment to
public safety, resilience, and responsible planning across the region.

 
Upcoming Planning Commission Meeting - August 5, 2025
Retail Cannabis License Conditional Use Permit (Continued from July 1, 2025)

The City of Willows invites the public to attend a public hearing on Tuesday, August 5,
2025, at 6:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter, in the Council Chambers of the Civic Center
(201 North Lassen Street, Willows) to review and consider two Conditional Use Permit
applications for cannabis retail business license applications:

 CUP 25-01 – An application for approval of a Conditional Use Permit for a 1,824
square foot cannabis dispensary at 157 North Butte Street (APN: 002-162-006).
 CUP 25-02 – An application for approval of a Conditional Use Permit for a 1,803
square foot cannabis dispensary at 130 N. Butte Street, Suite A & B (APN: 003-
044-005).

Public Works Division
​New Signage Throughout the City
The City of Willows is enhancing community pride and visitor experience with new



wayfinding signs designed to reflect the charm of a classic small town. These signs will
replace worn and outdated versions, helping guide residents and visitors to key
destinations like Downtown, City Hall, the Library, and the Museum. The project also
includes replacing the city’s Historic Route 99 signs, reinforcing Willows’ unique
identity and heritage.
 
All stop signs throughout the city will be replaced to ensure consistent visibility and
increase safety. Solar powered LED stop signs will be installed at Road 57 and Tehama
Street, an intersection with a history of serious accidents. The bright, flashing LED stop
signs are especially effective at increasing motorist awareness in the 55 mph zone,
where higher speeds demand greater visibility and quicker reaction times. Street name
signs will also be updated for better readability and a cleaner, more unified look across
the city. 

 
Jensen Park Hosts Fourth of July Event
Jensen Park was the place to be this Fourth of July as community members gathered to
celebrate the holiday and enjoy the park’s recent upgrades. The clean, shaded grounds,
vibrant green grass, and refreshed amenities created a welcoming atmosphere for all.
Dozens of vendors lined the park, offering food, handmade goods, and entertainment,
while families and friends relaxed and celebrated together. A special moment captured
during the event shows the grandson of a City employee enjoying the lush lawn and
newly improved swing set—highlighting the park’s role as a treasured community
space.

4th of July Celebrants Young July 4th Participants Enjoying the swing

 
Now Hiring: Parks & Public Works Maintenance Worker
The City of Willows is seeking a temporary Parks & Public Works Maintenance Worker
to assist with park, street, and facility maintenance. This hands-on role is 40 hours per
week, not to exceed 960 hours per year. Must be comfortable with physical work
outdoors and have a valid CA driver’s license. Apply today!

https://www.cityofwillows.org/dept/administration/employment-opportunities


Recreation Division

JUMP START Registration is STILL OPEN!
Jump Start focuses on social skills development through activities
such as arts & crafts, indoor & outdoor play and much more for
children ages 2-5 years old. Early childhood activities provide a



strong foundation for social and emotional growth, helping children build confidence
and cooperation skills. Sessions give children a head start in developing essential skills
in a fun and supportive environment.

Weekly sessions are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The available
session dates for Summer 2025 are:

July 14 - 18 - Open slots available
July 21 - 25 - Open slots available
July 28 - August 1 - Open slots available

Register for all four weeks or individual weekly sessions ($20 per week) by scanning
the QR Code above or visiting the Willows Recreation Department  webpage.
Participants must be toilet trained.

 
Free Summer Swim Program at

Willows High School
The City of Willows will continue to use the
Willows High School swimming pool for the
2025 summer season while rehabilitation
work continues on the City-owned pool in
Sycamore Park.

The High School pool is open to the public
from June 14 through August 2, 2025, Monday through Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Review and print the July-August Schedule.

https://cityofwillowsca.parksrec.tylerapp.com/382298prod/ParksRec/portal/Home
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0YryjPjhyHd98mepf62fmNupVyGvQSqHyytfspNJFpjeDgNB3HcmP1FbB1yxwLfGjl&id=100064548888515&mibextid=wwXIfr&_rdr


FINANCE



FY 2025-2026 Budget Approved!

The City’s 2025-2026 Budget was approved at the June 24, 2025 City Council meeting .
Special "thank you" to Finance Consultant, Andy Heath, for his collaboration and
support throughout this process as the City's Finance Director prepared her first City
Budget! In partnership with Finance Director Joanne Moore’s leadership, Andy's
expertise has been instrumental in preparing a thoughtful and balanced budget that
reflects the City’s priorities and fiscal responsibility.

FIRE
Fire Response, Prevention & Emergency Medical Services

New Volunteers Sworn In

https://www.cityofwillows.org/assets/resources/meetings/agendas/Amended-Item-8a-FY-2025-26-Budget-Approval.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFEhwFNQTfM


Please join the Willows Volunteer Fire Department in welcoming its two newest
volunteers! On June 16, 2025 at the department's monthly meeting, Conner Trino
Sandoval and Devin Wammack were both sworn in as Volunteer Firefighters.

Both of them have exceeded the mandatory training requirements, and have
already become an integral part of the team. Anyone wishing to become a
Volunteer Firefighter is encouraged to attend a Willows Volunteer Fire
Department Training night on the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Tuesday evening at 6pm at 445
South Butte Street to meet the team and complete an application. 



Conner Trino Sandoval and Devin Wammack sworn in as Firefighters.

 
Major Local Incidents

Fatal Structure Fire
On Monday, June 30, 2025, at 11:27 AM, the Willows Fire Department was dispatched to
a working structure fire in the 400 block of 4th Street in the unincorporated area of
Willows. A large black column of smoke was visible from the fire station, and an



ambulance was immediately requested to respond to staging.

The first Willows Fire Department unit arrived on scene at 11:29 AM to find an
approximately 800-square-foot residential home heavily engulfed with fire and flames
coming from the front of the structure. A nearby home to the immediate south was also
threatened and beginning to ignite. Fire crews initiated an aggressive offensive strategy
focused on both search and fire suppression.

During the initial search, firefighters located one deceased victim in the primary fire
room at the front of the structure. Two animals were successfully rescued from the
home. Units at scene were able to contain the fire to the building of origin, and limit
spread to nearby structures despite multiple spot fires.

The fire was investigated by Willows Fire Department Arson Investigators with
assistance from the Glenn County Sheriff’s Office. Arson is not believed to have been a
factor in this incident. The exact cause of the fire remains under investigation.

The name of the decedent will not be released by the Willows Fire Department. The
Department sends its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of the victim who
tragically lost his life.

The Willows Fire Department also extends sincere thanks to the department's
automatic aid partners—Artois and Orland Fire Departments—for their critical
assistance during this incident. Willows Fire Department was fully committed to the
scene for approximately four hours, during which time Orland Fire provided station
coverage. For more information, please view the Press Release.

Mutual Aide Vegetation Fire
On June 25, 2025, Willows Fire Department responded to a mutual aide vegetation fire
with one engine and one water tender to the Artois jurisdiction for an escaped control
burn. Crews assisted with fire attack and mop up operations. Willows crews were
committed to the incident for approximately one hour. 

Mutual Aide Vegetation Fire
On June 14, 2025, Willows fire department responded to a mutual aide vegetation fire in
Colusa County, near Lambertville. Willows Fire Department sent one engine and one
water-tender. Crews were committed for approximately two hours. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1051819227122850&set=a.249600440678070


Willows Fire and Glenn-Codora Fire assisting Colusa County with a vegetation

fire near Lambertville.

 
Annual Weed Abatement Update
Throughout the month of June, the City’s
contractor successfully completed 38
mandated weed abatements as part of the
City’s annual fire prevention and property
maintenance program.
The photo to the right highlights one of the

recently abated properties. As illustrated, the
removal of overgrown weeds and dry
vegetation has significantly reduced the risk of
fire in the area. In addition to improving public
safety, these efforts positively contribute to the
visual appearance of the city's neighborhoods
and supports overall community pride and
increased property values.

​A public hearing to protest abatement charges will be held at the Willows City Council
meeting on Monday, July 22, 2025, at 6:00 PM  at 201 North Lassen Street, Willows,
CA 95988. Property owners who wish to contest the charges associated with the
abatement of their parcel are encouraged to attend.

 
Vehicle Abatement Press Release
The City of Willows launches renewed campaign to address abandoned, wrecked, and
inoperable vehicles throughout the city, and step up efforts to enhance neighborhood



safety and improve community aesthetics. This initiative, spearheaded by the City’s
Code Enforcement Division, focuses on voluntary compliance to restore the appearance
and functionality of public spaces.

Abandoned vehicles create visual blight, pose health and safety concerns, obstruct
public rights-of-way, and can negatively impact property values. To address this, the
City’s Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program is working to identify and remove
vehicles left unattended or in disrepair on public and private properties.

Importantly, Willows Municipal Code (WMC) Section 8.10.020(5) explicitly declares the
storage of vehicles—including campers, trailers, and boats—on public or private
property as a public nuisance. With this provision, the City has the clear authority to act
when such vehicles contribute to neighborhood blight.

“Our approach is rooted in education and cooperation,” said Fire Chief Monck. “We aim

to partner with residents, not penalize them. By promoting voluntary compliance, we can

work together to keep Willows clean, safe, and welcoming.”

Vehicles that are wrecked, dismantled, unregistered, or abandoned for extended
periods may be subject to abatement procedures. Upon identification, property owners
or responsible parties will be notified and offered the opportunity to voluntarily
remove or repair the vehicle before formal enforcement steps are undertaken.

The City encourages residents to report abandoned or inoperable vehicles, including
trailers, RVs, and boats. Reports may be submitted anonymously and will be
investigated promptly. For more information or to report a suspected violation, please
contact the Code Enforcement Division at 530-934-7041 or via the City’s website. For
information, review the Press Release.

Wrecked vehicle Inoperable vehicle

 
Trainings

https://www.cityofwillows.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1045694701068636&set=a.249600440678070


Training Burn/Hazardous Fuels Reduction

On June 3, 2025, the Willows Fire Department conducted a training Burn/Hazardous
Fuels Reduction project along HWY 99 from County Road 53 to County Road 57. The
Burn involved both side of HWY 99 and included areas around the former Rumiano
Cheese Plant and Wilbur Ellis. The burn lasted approximately three hours. 
 
The Willows Fire Department conducted a second training Burn/Hazardous Fuels
Reduction project on June 19, 2025, at the Corporation Yard and Sewer Plant. Those
burns lasted approximately three hours. 
 
Cal Water Emergency Operations Center Training

On June 10, 2026, members of the Willows Fire and Community Development &
Services Departments participated in the Cal Water Emergency Operations Center
Training. The training was held at City Hall and was hosted by Cal Water. It was a great
opportunity for agencies to learn more about one another's capabilities and how to
collaborate in order to manage a city emergency.

 
Events

End-of-Year Celebration - Willows Fire Department & Walden Academy
The Willows Fire Department had the pleasure of participating in Walden Academy’s
end-of-the-school-year water party on June 6, 2025. This fun-filled event has become a
beloved tradition for students and staff alike, offering a joyful way to celebrate the close
of another successful academic year.

Firefighters joined in on the excitement by providing a water spray experience using
one of the department’s fire engines—much to the delight of the students. Laughter and
cheers filled the air as kids ran through the mist, creating lasting memories and
reinforcing positive community connections.

Events like these offer more than just fun—they strengthen the relationship between
local first responders and community youth. Thank you to Walden Academy for the
invitation. Fire Department staff look forward to continuing to support local schools and
families.



Children enjoying the water spray Fire Truck and play

 
July 4th Tri-Tip Cookoff Competition!
The City of Willows celebrated the Fourth of July in style with a festive gathering at
Jensen Park. Attendees enjoyed the park’s recent upgrades, which enhanced the event
experience and created a welcoming atmosphere for families and friends to come
together.

Adding to the excitement, the City of Willows Fire Department took part in the Tri-Tip
Cook-Off, proudly representing the city with department staff's grilling talents and
community spirit. The department's booth was a crowd favorite, offering tasty tri-tip
and friendly conversation with local firefighters. The event served as a fun and
memorable way to strengthen community connections and celebrate the holiday.



WFD Tri-Tip booth Serving up some tri-tip!

LIBRARY

Events



Join us for a fun-filled afternoon of creativity and refreshments at the Library’s Teen
Paint & Sip! We'll provide the supplies, canvas, lemonade, and good vibes—you bring
the imagination. Event Date & Theme:

Wednesday, July 24 @ 3:00pm – Ocean Dream ��
Movie Night at the Library
Join us for a cozy Movie Night at the Willows Library—free and fun for all ages! On
Wednesday, July 31 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm , Bring your friends, grab some popcorn, and
enjoy a family-friendly film on the big screen. See you at the movies!

Summer Reading Program
The Willows Public Library invites individuals and families of all ages to sign up for
“Level Up at Your Library ,” a free summer reading program that launched on June 2

and runs through August 16th.

From June through August, the library will inspire a love of reading through engaging
activities and exciting incentives. Participants may earn chances to win fantastic prizes
like Minecraft LEGO sets, a talking Bluey plush, Minecraft books, and board games!

​There is also a serious side to summer reading. Research has shown that reading over
the summer prevents summer reading loss. Studies also indicate students who read
recreationally outperformed those who do not. Plus, students read more when they can
choose materials based on their own interests. The Library is committed to supporting
lifelong learning and educational enrichment for all individuals and families.

This year’s program is made possible through the generous support of the Willows
Community Thrift Shop and the Friends of the Library—thank you for helping us bring
summer reading to life!



 

SHERIFF



  
City Of Willows
201 North Lassen Street

Willows, CA 95988
(530) 934-7041

Email Us

https://cityofwillows.org/
mailto:mbrown@cityofwillows.org
https://www.facebook.com/CityOfWillows/
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