SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE WILLOWS CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING HELD June 26, 2018
Meeting audio is available at the City of Willows website. This is not a live feature. Audio recordings are posted the succeeding business day
following the scheduled City Council Meeting.
Please visit www.cityofwillows.org for free PodBean recordings.

Mayor Warren called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Vice Mayor Mello.
Roll Call:
Council Members Present: Council Members Yoder, Williams, and Hansen, Vice-Mayor Mello and Mayor
Warren.
Council Members Absent: None.
Staff Present: Administrative Services Director Tim Sailsbery, Community Development Services Director
Steve Soeth, City Engineer John Wanger and Recreation Coordinator Sarah Hoffman.
Public Comment/ Written Communications:
Kevin Nelson- (Willows Car and Bike Association President):
Requested permission/approval to place a memorial bench in Jensen Park for Linda Carney. Council liked
Mr. Wilson’s ideas and requested staff to work on placing this on a future agenda for Council to take
formal action on.
Jody Samons Development Director of Glenn County:
Shared a sneak peak of a short marketing video for Glenn County.
Consent Agenda:
Mayor Warren requested a minor typo be changed. Stating that Council Member Hansen had been
addressed as the Mayor. She requested that be changed to the correct title prior to the passing of the
consent agenda.
a. Approval of general checking, payroll & direct deposit check registers (35945-35983, Z09262-Z09287,
37422-37447).
b. Approval of minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 12, 2018.
Council Member Williams asked the Mayor to pull item a for discussion: He then shared that as he was
reviewing the registers and had noticed a check that he spoke to Administrative Services director
Sailsbery prior to the meeting. Council Member Williams then requested that Mr. Sailsbery explain
check number 35983 is for.
Administrative Services Director Sailsbery explained that development on the South side required that
the City retain mitigation credits regarding the Giant Gardner Snake which are purchased in this check
number.
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Council Member then asked for clarification on the amount of land that would be watched. Mr. Sailsbery
responding with the area is nine tenths of an acre. Council Member Williams then stated that nine
tenths of an acre is costing the City 50,000 dollars. Concluding his discussion by saying he wouldn’t call it
extortion, but large amount of money for such a small amount of land.
The item was then placed back onto the consent again and Mayor moved forward with a vote.
Action:
Motion: Council Member Hansen/ Second: Council Member Williams
Moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented above and the following item(s). The motion
passed unanimously 5/0 carried by the following voice vote:
AYES: Hansen, Yoder, Williams, Vice-Mayor Mello, Mayor Warren
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Public Hearing:
a. Conduct a public hearing and consider the resolution approving the annual engineer’s report,
confirming the assessment diagram and the annual assessment amounts and authorizing the levy
and collection of assessments for fiscal year 2018-19 for the City of Willows Landscaping and
Lighting Assessment District.
Engineer Wanger introduced the item sharing with Council that this is 3rd and final step needed at a
Council Meeting that is required by the streets and highways code. The assessment district was
formed in 2005, before Council is the preliminary engineers report and there has been no change to
the report. He then reminded Council that it covers; operations, maintenance, landscaping and street
lights for both zone A and zone B.
Mr. Wanger then requested that the Mayor open the public hearing allowing any
comments/concerns to be herd. And at the close of the hearing, if Council finds the report
acceptable, the Council should adopt the attached resolution approving the Engineer’s Report and
authoring the levy of assessments per the Engineer’s Report.
Mayor Warren opened the Public hearing opened at 7:13pm.
Randy King (Willows Citizen):
Addressed questions for both the Council and City Engineer. This caught my eye when researching
minutes and audio. He expressed concerns about the impact on taxes from citizens and yet it only
servicing a small amount of space with this assessment zone. He then expressed the breakdown on
costs sharing the administration fees are fairly large. He then went on to say that the people affected
by this are supposed to receive notification. Doing his due diligence he had went out and talked to
home owners that would be affected and noticed and to his alarm most of them had said they had no
idea, yet alone receiving a letter or the ability to vote on this assessment.
Mr. King then went on asking, why is this good for our community? The assessments seem high, is
there other revenues to pay for the lighting and landscaping.
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Administrative Services Director Sailsbery responded to Mr. King by thanking him for asking these
questions and then responded with information about prop 218. Sharing that at the time of vote is at
the time of development. At that time there was a majority vote to enter into lighting and landscape
district. It is not an unusual process
He then went on about Mr. King’s inquiry of the annual increase. Sharing it is publically noticed. As it
has been. It is up to the following individuals within the district. Those who live outside of the district
may have commentary however, it comes down to the decision of those who live inside the district to
make any decisions.
Why is it good for community? With limitations under Prop 213 and the fine amount of Gas Tax. Mr.
King is absolutely correct we do spend a large amount of gas tax monies for street lights within our
community. What happens though without the number continuing to grow it does not keep up with
the demand of the lighting? So what happens if the development of these districts outside of prop
218 helps cover these costs and lighting needs.
He then shared with Mr. King, although it had not been asked he felt he should know some
information about the costs of these engineer reports. The City hasn’t had a lot of development since
2005. Mr. Williams had asked in past have we gone to bid for this. Coastland has been more than
reasonable to cover these costs. And that he felt that the costs are reasonable.
Mr. Wanger then addressed Prop 218, sharing that when assessments do go up, there is a
requirement that if they go over a maximum amount from the Engineer’s report for each of the
zones, there is a mandate that is set. When this district was formed in 2005 there was an index
approved to it that every year we could add cost of living. Without having to go out to ballot. More
discussion was had to inform Council of the increase and answer questions and/or statements Mr.
King had made.
With no more comments to be made. Mayor Warren closed the public hearing at: 7:23 pm.
Council Member Hansen lead Council commentary with statements about zone A. Sharing he sees that
the increase within assessment. But stated that in past years we have had no increase in pay.
Council Member Yoder then shared that he remembered being scrutinized on the developers getting
money back in past.
Vice Mayor Mello asked staff if they work directly with the landscaper. Administrative Services Director
Sailsbery, shared it is done house. He then asked who had painted the wall. Staff shared that the Public
Works Department had done the painting. Vice Mayor then gave kudos to the Department sharing they
had done a good job. He then asked if those funds then go to the City if the work is being completed in
house. Staff replied with yes that is correct.
Vice Mayor ended Council commentary and Mayor then gave the item to the pleasure of the Council.
Action:
Motion: Council Member Williams/ Second: Council Member Hansen
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Moved to approve the resolution approving the annual engineer’s report, confirming the assessment
diagram and the annual assessment amounts and authorizing the levy and collection of assessments
for fiscal year 2018-19 for the City of Willows Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District.
The motion passed unanimously 5/0 carried by the following voice vote:
AYES: Hansen, Yoder, Williams, Vice-Mayor Mello, Mayor Warren
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Regular Business:
a.

Consideration and possible adoption of the resolution of the City Council of the City of Willows
approving an application for the funding and the execution of a grant agreement and any
amendments thereto from the Over-The-Counter Community Development Block Grant
Agreement, and amendments thereto, and other related documents necessary to participate in
the CDBG/OTC Program.

Administrative Services Director Sailsbery introduced the topic, sharing with Council that the City was
asked to do a rewrite of a resolution that was passed in August 2017. The total amount of the grant did
not change and the grant money has been approved it was requested at the approval stages which is
why it is before you today.
He then pointed out some changes within the resolution itself that changed, looking at items b and c in
section one did adjust. The amount for infrastructure improvements went up by 143,000. The financing
loan went down about 143,000. The other change is application date, we had applied for 2017 funding
and they have requested that be changed to the 2018.
Both Council Member Hansen and Council Member Williams asked of the changes prior to the meeting
and had addressed those present of questions for the record.
Action:
Motion: Council Member Hansen/ Second: Vice Mayor Mello
Moved to approve the resolution of the City Council of the City of Willows approving an application
for the funding and the execution of a grant agreement and any amendments thereto from the OverThe-Counter Community Development Block Grant Agreement, and amendments thereto, and other
related documents necessary to participate in the CDBG/OTC Program.
The motion passed unanimously 5/0 carried by the following voice vote:
AYES: Hansen, Yoder, Williams, Vice-Mayor Mello, Mayor Warren
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
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b.

Consideration and possible adoption of the memorandum of understanding between the City of
Willows and the County of Glenn for building inspection and enforcement of building standards
within the City of Willows and authorize the appropriate City representative to sign the
agreement.

Community Development Services Director Soeth introduced the topic reminding Council of the
organizational changes that were approved in March and the addition of the retirement of our
building official. The City began to work on something that would work for the building department
with those items in mind. Fortunately for us, our retired building official came back to work as a
consultant to help as the City transitioned to its new plan. He then shared that he, the Interim City
Manager and the Administrative Services Director worked with the County to consolidate
inspections.
He then did bring to the attention of the Council, that the staff report does reflect the wrong
information. The report reads that the City would now offer inspections 5 days a week, it should read
4 days a week, the County uses one day for plan review and administrative work. He then gave the
item to Council for comments and a vote.

Council Member Hansen commented that 4 days is real positive! Much more opportunity for the
citizens. Concluding his comments to staff and Community Development Services Director Soeth for
his work on this contract.
Council Member Williams asked a few questions of staff; he started with inquires of the rate
adjustments. Asking if it can be done twice a year? Asking if someone from staff would elaborate on
that?
Administrative Services Director Sailsbery responded to Mr. Williams, the adjustment can be made in
January and one other part of the year. Whereas the hourly rate for this providing the contracting
services, can likely change. That will likely change if it does in July. What this does is gives the County
the ability to change different aspects throughout the year.
Council Member Williams then asked that Mr. Soeth clarify the cost per hour that the City will pay.
Mr. Soeth broke down the response into positions, sharing the Chief Building Official will earn $70.64,
Senior Inspector (currently vacant) $65.37, Building Inspector $47.11. 6% of the monies will goes
toward the use of the software program. This will allows us to put our requests into the County
system and make the transition more stream lined and allowing our staff to work hand and hand with
the County.
Council Member Williams continued with more conversation with staff. Pointing out at the end of
conversation that the City would be saving a large amount with this contact.
Council finished commentary giving kudos to Mr. Soeth and he kindly gave kudos to our retired
Building Official Clay Dawley for this tremendous help with this transition.
Action:
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Motion: Vice Mayor Mello/Second: Council Member Yoder
Moved to approve the memorandum of understanding between the City of Willows and the County of
Glenn for building inspection and enforcement of building standards within the City of Willows and
authorize the appropriate City representative to sign the agreement.
The motion passed unanimously 5/0 carried by the following voice vote:
AYES: Hansen, Yoder, Williams, Vice-Mayor Mello, Mayor Warren
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

c.

Consideration and possible adoption of the attached resolution approving the County Road 57
Well Site Final Parcel Map (APN 017-170-029).

Engineer Wanger introduced the topic, sharing with Council that for a long while, the City has ran the
water south of town, it’s not worth the city’s time with all the different expectation and needs for water.
Cal Water- taking over that water system. There is going to need to be an additional amount of water
tanks for the development South of Willows. They require they own the parcel the water sits on. The
city manager asked that I prepare a parcel map doing just that. This has been through the Planning
Commission and approved. So before you tonight is the Parcel Map that has been created to divide the
parcel.
Council Member Williams asked what the amount of property is. Staff replied we are just separating the
property, the parcel is 1.73 acres. All that is being taken care of tonight is the separation of a parcel.
Council Member Hansen then shared this is a major step toward the ultimate goal. As South of Willows
develops.
Action:
Motion: Council Member Yoder /Second: Council Member Hansen
Moved to approve the adoption of the attached resolution approving the County Road 57 Well Site
Final Parcel Map (APN 017-170-029) and have the City Clerk record it.
The motion passed unanimously 5/0 carried by the following voice vote:
AYES: Hansen, Yoder, Williams, Vice-Mayor Mello, Mayor Warren
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
d. Hold a discussion regarding the Council’s desire and/or availability to participate in the 2018 4th
of July Parade on July 4th at 10:00 am.
Discussion was had between Council and both Council Member Williams and Vice Mayor Mello plan to
be in the golf cart and Mayor Warren and Council Member Hansen will be in the Mayor’s Corvette.
Council/Staff Reports/Comments:
a. Staff Reports/Comments:
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Administrative Services Director Sailsbery shared that there is a newly hired firefighter at the station
named Nathan Monk.
Community Development Services Director Soeth shared the Community Clean Up Day had some of the
highest attendance it has had, he gave a brief update on the sycamore Street Project and then
introduced our newly hired Recreation Coordinator, Sarah Hoffman.
b. City Council Reports/Comments:
Council Member Hansen:
 Welcome new Recreation Coordinator Ms. Hoffman.
 Kudos to the Public Works team for a successful Community Clean-Up Event.
 June 21st he attended the Transportation Commission Meeting, routine business was discussed
in addition to call boxes.
Council Vice-Mayor Mello:
 There are some people that should have gone to the Community Clean-Up Day but didn’t.
 Then asked Mr. Soeth, What was the oddest thing you saw dumped? Mr. Soeth did not have an
answer because he was checking in drivers as they came in.
Council Member Williams:
 June 13th – he attended a Chamber Meet and Greet at Round Table Pizza.
 Downtown Deli and Glenn Made will both be opening mid-July.
 Attended a ceremony that retired flags outside of Memorial Hall with Orland Council Member
Celina Edwards.
 June 21st – attended the Glenn County Regional transit multiple items were discussed including
drug and alcohol policies along with a presentation from an outside company.
 On a side note he shared he was on the South end of Sacramento Street (which is a concern
area of citizens that speeding takes place)-while he was sitting there he saw a Sherriff deputy
drive by. That was nice to see that they are taking concerns in and taking action.
Mayor Warren:
 Attended the swearing in of more ten more Glenn County Sheriff Deputies.
 Attended a Graduation of one of the Deputies in Eureka the weekend before with the Sheriff.
Adjournment:
The Meeting was adjourned at 7:59pm.

Dated: June 27, 2018
_________________________________
Robyn Johnson, City Clerk
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